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Vegetable Poisoning in Domestic Animals.* 
By J. Doyie, M.R.C.V.S., Blackrock, Co. Dublin. 


This is a subject in which Tam particularly interested 
as a rural practitioner, and T have become convinced, 
may [ say from some experience, that vegetable 
poisoning throughout the country is probably very 
common, and that a considerable number of deaths 
(hurried or otherwise) arise from this cause, Some are 
never heard of owing to rapidity of death, and others 
meet us as cases of murrain, that elastic word of old 
which covers, on enquiry, almost all diseases which, 
before being seen by a practitioner, have received the 
usual doses of a quart of linseed oil, or IS Ibs. 
of salts or ginger, nitre, jalap and treacle, lard, ete., ete. 
As a result of the occurrence of death shortly after 
attendance, and of going to a great deal of trouble 
and expense to hold a post-mortem examination, | 
have not been able to arrive at any definite conclusion 
as to the cause of death, even by bringing any appar- 
ently abnormal condition of the viscera to the labora- 
tory. Nevertheless, | find it hard to get away from 
the question of vegetable poisoning in a large per- 
centage of cases during certain seasons of the 
year, ie. from April to November, when almost all 
cattle are at pasture, 

1 will suggest to practitioners that during this 
period they come across very many mysterious 
cases of prolonged illness, with obscure symptoms, 
cases lasting two or three days, and sudden deaths, 
and these | hold, where conditions such as injury, 
lightning, choking, metallic poisoning, and such like, 
are not indicated on examination, are due to vegetable 
poisoning, during the early and later period of the 
grazing period mentioned above. The question of 
feeding stuffs does not arise, the animals simply 
living on pasture grass, and the several poisonous 
plants therein; and here | may say I confine myself 
more or less to Ireland. 

One case which I would like to mention was that 
of a cow which milked as usual at morning, but 
about twelve noon was found in a very wild condition, 
salivating, with protruding eyes and _ increased 
respirations, and profuse sweating. [ was called in, 
and saw the animal a couple of hours later. [ exam- 
ined the pasture and found a number of poisonous 
plants around hedges, and eventually came to the 
conclusion of vegetable poisoning. The animal died 


* Presented to the Veterinary Medical Association of Lreland on 
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that evening, Owing to the salivation a busybody 
reported the case to the!Department as foot-and-mouth 
disease, which existed there, but this was disproved by 
an official of that body. Che remainder of the herd 
were immediately changed to another pasture, and 
nothing untoward happened. 

As is well known, there are a great number of 
poisonous plants in all pastures, more especially 
around hedges and ditches, where they receive pro- 
tection from adverse climatic conditions, and being 
of a succulent nature, develop much more rapidly 
thaa those exposed, as well as the grass, and I 
believe that this is the time (April and May) when the 
several plants are full of the poisonous juices, and I 
will now deal with some of these seriatim. 

There are several classifications of poisonous plants, 
and T will just roughly summarise one which [ consider 
the best from a veterinary standpoint. 

1. Poisons causing death immediately: prussic 

acid, strvehnine, 

2. Lrritans, with symptoms mainly — pain, 
vomiting and purging, such as savin, ergot, 
colchicum, vew and laburnum. 

3. Narcotics. Symptoms of an irritant nature, 
with more or less cerebral indication ; oxalates, 
sorrel, 

l. Poisons more especially affecting the nervous 

system : 

(a) Narcotics: opium; (6) Delirients : bella- 
donna, hyoevamus, and other — solonacere, 
darnel, ete.;  (¢) Convulsives: alkaloids of 
the strychnine class; (d) Nervous phenomena 
of complex character: aconite, digitalis, 
poison hemlock, ete. 

5. Poisonous Fungi and other spore-bearing plants : 
claviceps, purpura, Symptoms: nausea, 
vomiting, colic, diarrhea .or constipation ; 
pregnant animals abort; muscular trembling, 
convulsions, delirium ; in acute cases profuse 
salivation, dilation of pupils, intense thirst, 
coma, death, 

There are others, but in this country we do not 
meet with them, 

The treatment consists of a strong purgative and 
lhivpodermie injection of atropine. 

Yew Tree. This is very well known to all prac- 
titioners, the tree in the green condition not being 
nearly so deadly as when dry and withered. We all 
meet with cases at some time or another, and probably 
most often as a case of mysterious sudden death, 
and one being asked to hold a post-morlem examination, 
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There may be a suspicion of malice. The poisoning 
generally occurs from two sources, either by eating the 
broken or decayed branches on a tree, or from the 
careless throwing out of clippings from hedges where 
cattle can get at them when withered. Why these 
trees are left within the reach of cattle or horses 
is a mystery to me, as they are by no means ornamental, 
and have the happy knack of reminding me of the 
day when veterinary life will be of no further interest. 
Following the big storm of 1912, I saw fifteen or sixteen 
cattle dead in one field from this poisoning. To look 
at the cattle from a distance they just appeared as if 
sleeping, the position being perfectly normal, with 
head turned on the side, and with pronounced tympany. 


In this case there were four still living and not very 
ill. A large dose of linseed oil was administered, 
and they made an apparently speedy recovery, 
but as to whether the oil had any effect, or that they 
had only taken a small quantity, and would have 
come right without the oil, | do not venture an opinion, 
but I think the treatment is better than any other, 
if one gets a chance of treating the condition. 


Arum Maculatum, Cuckoo Pint, Lords and Ladies, 
Divils Bit. Poisoning from this, | hold, oceurs much 
more frequently than is supposed. The first case of 
poisoning with which I came in contact was in 1904. 
Literally speaking, the animal went mad, suffering 
more or less loss of sight, with wild protruding eyes, 
when confined in a loose box going round, driving 
horns into walls until broken, and sweating. In this 
animals may be on the pasture for four or five 
years, a8 in this case, and not touch the plant, but 
from some cause, perbaps shortage of pasture, or 
indigestion, they turn to it. Since the above case | 
have come across several others and diagnosed the 
condition, after « careful survey of the pasture, 
together with the occurrence of symptoms resembling 
the original case, and finding the plant with the 
marks where the beast had partaken of it. In some 
cases, where the quantity eaten may be small, the 
beast is attacked with colic as in the horse, recovering 
after some hours with the usual abrasions due to 
plunging and rolling about. 


I had a bad case last year in an in-calf cow about 
six years old. She had been bad for t wenty-four hours, 
and had had a quart of linseed oil that morning; we 
drenched her with whiskey, and I left instructions to 
give the same drench of five glasses the following morn- 
ing early (of course diluted in a pintand a half of water). 
the dose to be repeated at noon if I had not called. 
I saw the beast about 2 o'clock, and the owner, who 
kept good whiskey, refused to keep the alcohol going 
after fifteen glasses, which cost about 25s., either 
as he thought the men drank it, and rubbed the cow 
with the bottle, or that the cure was too expensive. 
1 therefore put the animal on to chloral hydrate, 
20z. doses twice daily. After three doses she rapidly 
——— and made an uneventful recovery, and 
calved in due course. This year 1 had a case of this 
kind, but after twenty-four hours she died, only 
having received 2oz. of chloral, . 
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I am not entering into the active principle of this 
plant, as any literature which T could find on the 
subject tells you nothing except that it is poisonous, 
but that animals do not usually eat it. 

Bracken Fern.-In my practice this causes a great 
number of deaths, both to young stock and adults, 
and occurs most commonly where the district is 
mountainous, and where the cattle feed on the adjacent 
hills. 

In a small district of five miles by two, I can vouch 
for forty cases last year, and in conversation with the 
people of the district, they assured me that there were 
at least twenty or thirty which died of the same 
poisoning. One man lost twenty-six beasts at 
Rathfarnhan, and he, being something of “ quack,” 
told me that they died before he had time to go two 
miles to get the dose for them. I suppose this would 
have consisted of 2lbs. of salts, 1!b. of treacle, etc., etc. 

I may thank Professor Craig for preparing me with 
the symptoms in this case, as, up to a few vears ago, 
I did not recognise them. They are: feces normal 
or slightly loose ; blood of an arterial colour coming 
from nostrils, and large blood clots up to as many as 
ten in each dropping. The nasal hemorrhage is not 
always present. 

So far as I am aware, no treatment is known. but on 
looking up Finlay Dunn I find that from experiments 
of poisoning animals with male fern the post-mortem 
disclosed a hiemorrhagic gastro-enteritis. I intend, 
provided I get an opportunity of trying them to use 
bismuth, sodium bicarb. and gentian, or turpentine 
and oil, or hazeline. 

In this condition the animal may live three to five 
days, but it may be dead in about twelve hours. I had 
a case last year where the animal when I saw him 
appeared normal, I threw in a bundle of hay, which 
was readily eaten, and I arranged to call on the follow- 
ing morning. On arrival the animal was dead, but on 
examination of at least six droppings the clots were in 
great abundance in each of them. The temperature 
sometimes reaches 107°. 

With reference to experimental work on poisoning, 
it strikes me forcibly that perhaps better results 
might be obtained by the use of adult animals than 
With calves. 

Sorrel._Poisoning by this plant is greatly ques- 
tioned, in fact, experiments carried out at the college 
tend to disprove it ; but | have one particular case in 
my mind which convinces me that the condition does 
arise, the symptoms being that from a taint or salt 
taste produced in the milk to that of entire loss of 
movement, with unconsciousness. The poison in this 
case is an oxalate, and when one suggests to country- 
men that the plant is poisonous, they ridicule the 
idea by saying, “* Arrah, sure, when I was a young 
fellow going to school. we used to eat it to quench 
our thirsts when going or coming.” 

I will just quote the case referred to above. An 
aged Jersey cow, about eight vears, owned by a gentle- 
man who fed her on a small paddock at the back of 
the house with insufficient grass, was taken ill three 
times in the one year with the above symptoms, 








May 17, 1924 


accompanied by constipation. I examined the pasture, 
and found sorrel in abundance. Here I may mention 
that I invariably find a luxuriant growth of sorrel 
in and around cow pads (or where droppings have lain 
for some time): it has repeatedly been suggested to 
me that cattle do not eat close into these. as the grass 
is rank, but I maintain that the reason is the presence 
of sorrel. 

Each of the three times I attended her [ prescribed 
loz. doses of creta prep. in a pint of oil and milk, 
twice or three times daily, and each time the animal 
recovered in three or four days, the bowels returning 
to normal. 

Poisoning from sorrel may be mistaken for blood 
murrain or piroplasmosis, asthe urine becomes very dark 
in colour almost chocolate brown; but they can easily 
be distinguished, as the latter gives the piroplasm, 
and the former may be diagnosed by testing the urine 
with pot. permang. for an oxalate. 

Laburnum.—-All parts of this tree are poisonous, 
more particularly the seeds. I have had cases where 
I believed the animal to have picked up the seeds in 
grass where the trees overhung the field and the seeds 
were shed, 

The symptoms in this condition at first show 
excitement, purging, inco-ordination in movement, 
followed by dullness. 

I diagnosed this poisoning in a housed, nine-months 
calf, the only thing to account for death after some 
days being the shedding of these seeds into a small 
yard to which calf had access from an overhanging 
laburnum. The calf was two days ill when seen, 
and I treated it with tonics and stimulant, but it 
died in a week. 

Privet._-The privet, and other species of ligustrum, 
are used most commonly as hedge plants. as they 
remain green well into the winter. Cases occur of 
children being poisoned by eating the berries, and cases 
are recorded of the horse being poisoned from this, 
the symptoms being loss of power. weakness, and 
reduced pulse. The temperature is 102° F. 

Umbellifere.—This order contains a number of 
poisonous plants: (a) cowbane or water hemlock ; 
(b) water parsnip; (c) water dropwort; (d) fool’s 
parsley ; (e) hemlock, ete. 

Poisoning by these, in the succulent stage, is 
common. Sheep and goats appear to be less readily 
affected by them, and cattle to be most sensitive. 
A number of cattle died in Ireland (vide Veterinary 
News, 1911) from cowbane. 

Water Dropwort.—Cornevin says that poisoning 
occurs every year; the plant is poisonous in all parts. 
Holes describes the plant as the most dangerous and 
virulent of all our native plants, 

In poisoning by this death occurs very quickly, 
and in serious cases may occur in from three to five 
hours. 

In cattle, one hour after eating, there is depression, 
the conjunctiva is injected, the eyes turn in their 
orbits, and there is foaming. In connection with 
this form of poisoning, I had four cattle similarly 
affected at pasture a few years ago, but at that time 
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I did not know what the form of poisoning was ; 
a fifth became affected, and as the owner had my 
opinion on others, he called in another man on this 
case. The owner told me afterwards that this prac- 
titioner diagnosed it as yew tree poisoning; but | 
do not agree with this opinion, as you get tympanites 
with yew, whereas in the four cases I had they each 
became like a lath. 

Fool’s Parsley.—-This is, perhaps, one of the least 
poisonous plants of the umbellifers, usually setting 
up minor symptoms, as loss of appetite, salivation, 
fever, and paralysis of the hind limbs. 

Hemlock (Conium Maculatum).—This is a very 
poisonous plant, being particularly dangerous in 
the spring, the young shoots being fresh and short. 
Hemlock is dangerous and narcotic; the smallest 
quantities may cause inflammation of the digestive 
organs, paralysis, and death. 

The general symptoms are salivation, dilatation of 
pupils, tympany, loss of sensation, uncertain gait, 
and paralysis. 

I have in mind a case of a mare, suckling a foal, 
which died from poisoning by a species of the order 
umbelliferee (which now I cannot remember). She 
was all right at 4 p.m.. and a report was sent to the 
owner that she was very bad about 8 o’clock that 
evening. I saw her about 9 o'clock. She was down, 
only semi-conscious; head resting on the ground 
and raised with difficulty, teeth firmly closed. 
She died in a few hours. I held a post-mortem and 
found the umbelliferous plant in large quantity. 

Soldnacew..—The several plants of this order are 
henbane, garden night shade, hyoscyamus niger, 
bittersweet, deadly night shade. 

Potato..-We must not lose sight of the ordinary 
potato, which is being used more as feeding in recent 
vears. M’Fadyean has shown that old sprouted 
potatoes, even after boiling, are poisonous to horses. 
Potato parings contain more of the poison than the 
flesh, and in cases of the pig this may be a point 
worth remembering. 

Henbane.—This plant is more common in Ireland 
than the rest of the Britisif Isles. 

Symptoms :—The symptoms are dilatation of 
eyelids and _ iridis, respirations hurried, profuse 
salivation, muscles of neck and extremities in a state 
of tetanic rigidity, and tympany ; where mixed with 
other foods cases of poisoning are recorded. 

Garden Nightshade (Solanum Nigrum).—'This is not, 
I believe. often met with in cattle practice, but it 
may occur in calves, sheep, goats and pigs, happening 
often in children, but it could occur where the 
plants and berries are thrown out in dumps accessible 
to cattle. 

Bittersweet (Solanum Dulcamara)._-The recorded 
cases of poisoning by this have been principally in 
sheep, and one authority states that he has known 
14 per cent. of the sheep on a pasture to be killed by 
it in one year, while his veterinary surgeon had 
forty cases, some proving fatal. Why, then, should it 
not prove poisonous to cattle ? 
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Deadly Nightshade.--Vhis plant not being common 
in pastures, poisoning from it is not frequent, but it 
may arise from its being thrown out, and left accessible 
to cattle. 

Svmptoms: Loss of sight, dilatation of pupils ; 
later bloody evacuations. and restlessness, and finally 
paralysis, 

Box (Buxcus Sempervirens).—Poisoning by this 
usually occurs from clippings being made accessible, 
and I feel sure that all practitioners look out for these 
dumps: they are generally placed in a corner of the 
field adjoining the garden. 

Small quantities are purgative and with larger 
amounts one gets nervous symptoms, muscular 
tremors, and then a period of coma. Pigs. in this 
form of poisoning, exhibit great thirst, uncertain gait, 
and delirium and death oceur in twenty-four hours. 

Oak.--Poisoning may be due to either the leaves 
or the acorns, the latter bei ‘ing most harmful, especially 
so when only half ripe. Horses, cattle, sheep and 
goats are most commonly affected, but some maintain 
sheeps and goats to be practically immune. 

Symptoms: Loss of appet: ite, rumination ceases, 
constipation. animals act as if they had colic, urination 
difficult and reddish, fever, trembling, and enfeebled 
condition. 

Meadow Saffron (Colchicum autumnale),—-A'l parts 
are poisonous, both green and dried. Mr. Rushton 
reported in 1909 that in one year a farmer lost seven- 
teen milch cows, seven calves, and also sheep. It was 
then discovered that the pasture contained any 
quantity of the above and water hemlock. The 
toxic principle is cumulative. 

Symptoms: Loss of appetite, suppressed rumina- 
tion, salivation slight colic, diarrhoea, voiding of 
small quantities of urine, in larger and fatal cases 
total loss of appetite, dilatation of pupils, paralysis, 
bloody diarrhcea and urine, death occurring in one to 
three days. 

Rhododendron, Laurei, ley, Tulip. 

Laurel. Many cattle and sheep are poisoned by 
eating the leaves of this variety, especially when they 
gain access tu shrubberies. The active prince iple, 
a bitter glucoside more poisonous than aconitis —it is 
a narcotic poison. Rhododendron comes under the 
same heading. 

Tulip. This season I had a case of poisoning 
which I believe was from this plant. I was called 
in to see a cow off her feed, with dilated pupils, and 
restless. As usual, | walked the pasture on which 
she had been, and [ found that the owner had put out 
five or six beds of tulips to please his eye when at 
breakfast. This animal had been seen eating in the 
vicinity of the beds the previous day, and not a tulip 
was left. I gave her a bottle of castor oil, followed 
by the usual tonic and stomachic powders, and she 
made an uneventful recovery in a couple of days. 

At this point I will quote Hirshberger, whose hook I 
quote to a large extent as to cause of disease. He 
says, ““ Numerous papers have been written discussing 
the cause of diseases. These theories may be classified 


(Continued at foot of next column.) 
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Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 
Cost OF THE OUTBREAK. 


In a written Parliamentary answer to Mr. Black 
on the question of foot-and-mouth disease, Mr. 
Buxton says :-—-The following is a summary of the 
position from August 27th, 1925, up to May Ist, 
1924 : 

Number of outbreaks confirmed, 3,060: number 
of counties affected, England 39, Wales 2. Scotland 
11: number of animals slaughtered, 103 138 cattle, 
42.969 sheep. 47,695 pigs, 125 goats; percentage 
of animals slaughtered to total animal population of 
Great Britain, 1-4 cattle, 0-2 sheep, 1-7 pigs ; estimated 
gross compensation payable, £5,257,000; estimated 
receipts for salvage of healthy carcases, £481,750: 
estimated administrative expenses, £433,000; total 


net expenditure, £3,188.250. 
* * * ** 


“ Foot-and mouth disease is gradually subsiding. ‘There 
can be no feeling of complete freedom until it has been 
exterminated entirely, but the parts of the country that 
have been without fresh outbreaks for some time welcome 
the relief from the irksome restrictions that is now experi- 
enced. Even now, after the experience gained in the many 
months since the waning epidemic bezan, outbreaks occur 
in unexpected quarters, often far removed from known 
seats of infection ; but a survey of events justifies the con- 
clusion that nothing but vigilant supervision and 
control can subdue the disease. Laxity of any kind 
is certain to end in extended activity. Since the 
local bodies have co-operated actively with the central 
authorities the scourge has been less rampant and destruc- 
tive. In certain circumstances the most drastic adminis- 








(Continued from previour column. ) 
ws follows: (a) Mineral poison theories: (4) the 
ingestion of something from the soil or water; {c) 
the poisonous plant theory. All the weight of 
evidence is in favour of the latter.” 

| will not enumerate further, but I hope that the 
foregoing remarks may be an incentive to the profes- 
sion to enguire into the various obscure and doubtful 
cases we meet particularly in cattle practice. T must 
certainly not confine myself to doubtful cases tn 
poisoning only, but my sole object is to hear something, 
and to learn from the experiences of the country 
practitioners, as one feels so very helpless, and my 
great regret is the indifference of the profession to 
help one another with their different views of the 
treatment. 

In conclusion, I think that all present will 
agree with me that research is one of the most 
important branches of the profession at the 
present moment, and I hope to live to see the day when 
we will know something of vegetable poisoning. 
I hope this effort, with all its shortcomings, will 
impress upon you the importance of and the enormous 
field for work in this subject for every one of us. 


(J'o be continued.) 
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tration may fail to prevent the spread of the disease, since 
rats and other vermin have been shown to be ready carriers. 
but where there has been reasonable concentration upon 
the seats of infection the system adopted has heen en- 
couragingly effective.’—The Field. 

* * * of bs * 


‘Some of the difficulties connected with attempts to 
prevent the spread of foot-and-mouth disease were men- 
tioned at a recent meeting of our Diseases of Animals Acts 
Sub-Committee, and it would be possible to enumerate 
many others. For while it is easy to declare that so 
many parishes form an infected area, and to exercise 
rigid supervision over the movement of stock, it is almost 
impossible to issue regulations regarding all the possible 
means by which the infection may he spread. A game- 
keeper, and boys collecting pheasants’ eggs ; a public foot- 
path ; sheep-clippers ; and allowing sheep to run on com- 
mons in an infected area, were all referred to, and the 
measures taken to prevent the spread of infection in one 
way or the other enumerated. But if it were possible to 
prevent the possibility of infection being carried from one 
farm to another either by human beings or domestic animals 
—and it seems impossible to establish absolute isolation— 
control of wild animals, foxes, hares, rabbits, rats and voles 
and all kinds of wild birds, is beyond the wit of man. It may 
even be possible that insects may carry the virus from an 
infected to an uninfected area. But even with regard to 
human possibilities of infection, no one has had the temerity 
to suggest a standstill order for human beings, and the 
postman, the baker, the butcher, and many others whose 
duty takes them to isolated houses, move freely from an 
area officially rezarded as infected to one that is uninfected. 
Even with human beings suffering from contagious and 
infectious disease, notwithstanding the taking of all reason- 
able precautions, an investigat or would generally discover 
loopholes by which the disease might possibly be spread. 
And in the case of animals on farms the loopholes are much 
more numerous. As they are revealed, possible avenues 
for the spread of the disease are closed, and it is not 
feasible to do more, for even though a fence were put round 
an infected area and all communication prohibited bet ween 
those inside and those outside, wild creatures would still 
find means of defying any regulations.”’— Hastern Daily 


Press. 
* * So Bo 


Foot-anp-Moutu DISEASE IN CALIFORNTA. 


Under the heading “ A Call to Arms,” the San Bernara- 
ino Times, of April 10th, says :— 

“California is to day facing one of the mast serious crises 
in her history. 

‘** California is literally in a state of war, with the hostile 
army already on her soil. 

“The spread of the foot and-mouth disease not only 
gravely menaces the whole existence of our tremendous 
live-stock industry, but as well the whole of our agricultural 
prosperity and everything that depends thereon. 

“* State and Federal experts are on the firing-line, doing 
everything humanly possible to a handful of over-worked 
men. 
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‘** But the only thing that can stamp out this plague is 
the whole-hearted co-operation of every individual in 
California in absolute and strict obedience to the quaran- 
tine regulations laid down for the affected areas. 


“ City, county and State officials should make available 
from the public funds every possible facility to carry on the 
war. If 10,000 inspectors are necessary, get them. <A 
few thousand dollars saved may mean millions lost. 


‘** Exactly in proportion to the energy and honesty with 
which you and [ make this our personal business will the 
fight sueceed. If everybody does his part the quarantine 
will be short-lived and normal conditions will quickly be 
restored. If an attitude of evasion and indifference is 
maintained, no one can say what may happen. 


“Los Angeles county is now in close quarantine. The 
regulations applying to this area are repeated below. They 
apply to every man, woman and child in the county 
whether they have any live stock or not. 


* Read them carefully and follow them religiously. If 
all do so, they will not be long needed.’ 








THe MILK Apbvisory COMMITTEE AND THE MILK Svuppty. 


The first meeting of the Milk Advisory Committee, which 
has been appointed jointly by the Ministers of Heath and 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, was recently held at. 10 White- 
hall Place. The Lord Kenyon, K.C.V.O., was in the Chair. 
The Committee was addressed by the Minister of Agricul- 
ture (the Right Hon. Noel Buxton, M.P.). and by the 
Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry of Health (Mr. 
Arthur Greenwood, M.P.). The Ministers referred to the 
extreme importance of milk in relation to the health of the 
people, and tothe desire of the Government that there should 
be an absolutely equal chance of a healthy life for the hum- 
blest with the most comfortable classes, and that an ample 
and cheap supply of pure milk should be at the disposal of 
those who need it. Mr. Greenwood expressed the hope 
that, now that public opinion is ripening on the desirability 
of utilising more and more milk for food purposes, Govern- 
ment Departments will put whht weight they have behind 
that public opinion. The view was expressed that the 
appointment of the Committee would enable the Govern- 
ment to focus for the first time all questions relating to 
milk, and that out of such regular and permanent. consul- 
tation would come great advantage to the milk-producing 
and milk-distributing industries of the country, and more 
particularly to the health of the people. The Committee 
then considered several questions referred to it by the two 


Departments. 


In fining a farmer 7s. 6d. for driving a horse and float 
on the footpath, the chairman of the Burton County Bench 
said that they were bound to feel a certain amount of 
sympathy with farmers who have to drive horses on the 
very slippery tar-macadam roads, but at the same time the 
law directed that horses should not be driven along the 
footpaths. and the Bench had to see that the law was carried 


out, 
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THE ABERDEEN CONGRESS. 





We hope very shortly to publish the preliminary 
programme of the Congress of the Association to be 
held at Aberdeen from September the 8th to the 13th. 
It promises to be a most successful function, and very 
elaborate preparations are being made to ensure both 
the interest and entertainment of those who are 
fortunate enough to be present. In addition, it is 
probable that we shall have with us very distinguished 
guests. Dr. W. L. Williams, of Cornell University, 
is reading a paper, and will probably also give a 
demonstration, and he will represent the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. Others who have 
been invited and will probably be present are Dr. 
Bang, of Copenhagen, Professor Vallée and Professor 
Moussu. The Congress will receive an Academic wel- 
come from Sir George Adam Smith, and there will also 
be a civie reception by the Lord Provost and Council 
of the City. The subjects for discussion will be 
divided into two sections, a Veterinary Inspectors’ 
and Public Health Section and a Clinical and General 
Section, so that members may be able to hear and 
discuss those papers which most appeal to them. 
An afternoon will be devoted to the Rowett Institute, 
where the members will be received and addressed by 
the Principal, Dr. Orr. We shall have more to say at 
a future date on the subject of the Rowett Institute, 
unique as it is in this country, and staffed by a very 
distinguished body of scientists. Another afternoon 
will be given to operations and clinical demonstrations. 

One day will be taken in visiting Braemar for the 
Highland Gathering, and this should alone prove a 
sufficient attraction to draw a large company to 
Scotland. It is exceedingly fortunate that it has 
been possible to arrange the Congress at the same 
time that this famous and unique gathering is being 
held, Braemar is in the most beautiful part of 
Great Britain, and during the journey to and from that 
place one passes through some of the finest scenery 
that it is possible to see. The Provisional Committee 
is taking great trouble to leave no stone unturned 
to make the Congress a most instructive and enjoyable 
one. For those who would like to make enquiries 
about accommodation and book rooms beforehand, 
the Committee has arranged a most convenient 
service, and intending visitors are advised to get into 
communication with the Local Secretary, Mr. James 
McAllan, M.A., M.R.C.V.S., who will be glad to 


give all the help and information possible. 





“ Vetted ’’ Vouchers. 


A new word appears to have been added to the 
English vocabulary and incidentally an indirect 
compliment paid to our long-suffering profession. 
In the past one has grown accustomed to hear people 
speak of their horses being “ vetted,” the term being 
used to mean that the horses in question had heen 
examined— and passed-—-for soundness. The term 
was (and is) also used as implying treatment for some 
ailment, though not so frequently. During the last 
year or two we have heard of its being used to express 
training; for example, a football team, when highly 
trained and fit for some cup-tie. has been said to be 
thoroughly “ vetted,” implying. of course, that it 
had been trained to perfection and the individual 
members passed as fit and ready to engage in a really 
hard test. Now we have been taken a step further 
by the Evening Standard. Commenting recently on 
railway uouchers for M.P.’s, this enterprising journal 
states: “ The voucher appears not to be a new ad hoc 
document, but an old official form ‘ vetted’ for the 
occasion.” We judge the meaning of these words 
to be that the voucher is an old form which has been 
rendered serviceable once more by being brought up 
to date ; made as good as a new one, thus providing 
a saving in cost to the nation. 

That such estimate and desirable objects should 
be achieved is always satisfactory, but that it needs 
such a word as “ vetted” to express the method by 
which they may be brought about is a distinct com- 
pliment to the general practitioner of veterinary 
surgery, and we express our acknowledgments to the 
Evening Standard. 








Str S. SrockMAN’s ADDRESS TO THE COUNCIL OF 
the N.V.M.A. 


t Whitehall Place, 
London, S8.W.1, 
29th April 1924. 
The Penilee Livestock Co., Ltd., 
per Messrs. Mackenzie, Robarton & Co., 
Solicitors, 
176 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 
Dear Sirs,-In my address to the Council of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association at 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, on 9th January last, | referred 
to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in Scotland, 
and particularly to the initial outbreak at Paisley 
amongst pigs. The premises at Paisley which I had 
in view were those of the Penilee Livestock Com- 
pany, Limited, and in referring to the matter of the 
spread of the disease [ said: ‘‘ The spread of the 
disease was really due to the outbreak being con- 
cealed by the owner himself.” On referring to my 
official papers, I find that I was not justified in 
suggesting that the owners of the pigs concealed the 
disease or that the spread of the disease was due to 
any such concealment. I accordingly unreservedly 
withdraw the imputation and tender the Company 
concerned an apology for the reflection I inadvertently 
made upon them. -Yours faithfully, (Signed) S. 
STOCKMAN, 
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CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Pyemic Arthritis in the Mare. 
By W. E. Biackwett, M.R.C.V.S., Towcester. 


On the 27th March I was called to see a five-year-old 
cart mare. 

History._-The mare had been running about with 
a ten-months-old colt, which had evidently served 
her. The owner knew she was in-foal, but had not, 
of course, any idea when she was due. 

Symptoms._-Mare was dull, listless, disinclined to 


move. She would eat for a minute and then stop, 
as if something were hurting her. There was no pain 
manifested. Temp.. 104° F., pulse and _ res- 


pirations normal. I examined her per vaginam, and 
found the os sealed, no sign of animation was appreci- 
able in the foetus. Mare strained during this operation. 
The * bones were down,” and there was the normal 
softening and relaxation of the vulva and adjacent 
parts. The udder was enlarged, but not so much as 
on the day previous, I was told. Bowels and urina- 
tion normal. 

Diagnosis. Dead foetus. T gave an opinion that 
the mare would probably foal in seventy-two hours. 

March 29th.-Two days later mare apparently 
about the same. Temp., 102-2° F. The “os” was 
now relaxed enough to admit four fingers. To my 
surprise, the left gluteal region was much harder, 
and the mare was now slightly lame on the near 
hind leg. 

March 31st.--Mare foaled mid-day. That was 
somewhere about the time anticipated, but another 
fact which was not anticipated was that the foal was 
alive and perfectly -all right. ‘Two days before this 
I had my fingers in his mouth, and I repeated my 
opinion to the owner that the foetus was dead. The 
mare was very weak and had no milk. She had 
much difficulty in getting up, and the left gluteal 
region and the near hind leg were more swollen and 
painful, 

April 1st. Temp. 103-°8° F. T washed out and 
syphoned womb. Leg, ete., about the same. Mare 
fed a little. Started giving her eggs and milk twice 
daily, with stimulants and tonies. I thought the 
leg swelling was probably due to septic mischief and 
general weakness. 

April 3rd. Temp. 100-8° F. Mare feeding better. 
Womb washed out and syphoned. Leg about the 
same. Mare very lame on it. Mare has no milk. 
Foal allowed by owner to die, after failing to find 
foster mother, and as it was of little value. 

April 4th.—Temp. 102-2° F. Leg harder, * pits ” 
on pressure. Womb washed out for last time; was 
quite clean and closing quickly. There was no other 
swelling about the mare and no evidence of * pur- 
pura.” 

April 10th. -Temp. 102-6° F, Leg smaller except 
round stifle. The warm fomentations had made the 
skin rather sore, though it was not broken, so massage 
and gentle exercise continued, without fomentation. 





‘ 


The swelling does not now “ pitf’ on pressure, but 
is still painful, and the mare very lame and tucked up. 

April 11th.—-Mare about the same. Temp. 102-2° F. 
Swelling not soft nor hard, but springy to the touch. 

April 12th—-Temp. 103-8° F. Mare still very 
lame, drags toe when moved, and knuckles over 
badly at fetlock. Partial luxation of stifle can be 
heard distinctly at each step. Feeds a little. I 
now gave half an ounce Mixed Infection Phylacogen 
(P.D.), hypodermically. over the last rib on near side 
in front of affected stifle. 

April 14th.—-Stifle bigger. Temp. 102-8° F. Mare 
very tucked up. Lameness no better. Has nasty 
soft cough. Gave one ounce Phylacogen close to 
previous injection seat. 

April 18th—Temp. 102-2° F. Mare has sunk 
appreciably in condition. There is a marked improve- 
ment in the leg; it is much smaller, Mare walks 
quite well, without knuckling over at all, nor is their 
any partial luxation of stifle. She is obviously much 


brighter, and is now suffering much less pain. I was 
surprised to see that the leg had burst. A “ core 


had sloughed out in one piece, leaving an open wound 
with a circular margin. This was discharging pus, 
and would admit a fir cone. Within an inch of this 
there was a large pustule, over which could be seen 
fine blood vessels, and with a base circumscribed by 
a brown line, one-sixteenth of an inch in thickness. 
This was the size of a cherry. I do not remember 
seeing anything just like this before. Evidently 
this was in the course of sloughing out exactly as 
its neighbour had done. These two places were 
located fifteen inches above the point of the hock. 
Mare was now turned out to grass, and the wound 
dressed twice a day with a simple antiseptic. 

Remarks, -Was this a case of pyemic arthritis ¢ 
Instead of the mare infecting the foetus, is it probable 
that it was a case of auto-infection ? I feel satisfied 
that the two injections of Phylacogen brought the 
case to a crisis and started the mare on the road to 
recovery. There was no mark or other evidence of 
injury. The gluteal region would not be injured 
so easily. If the swelling and lameness had appeared 
very soon after foaling, [should have attributed this 
to bruising during that act. But the left gluteal 
region was harder than normal on the 29th, two days 
before foaling, and the lameness first appeared on 
that day also. The seat of the sloughing, too, was 
not in an area exposed to injury from lying. 


Distension of the Prostate Glands in the Bull. 
By H. Brassey, M.R.C.V.S., Winsford. 


Perhaps the above will interest the readers of the 
Veterinary Record the condition has come to my 
notice within the last few months several times. 

I was called a few days ago to a thoroughbred 
shorthorn bull which was showing every sign of colic, 
kicking his abdomen frequently when standing and 
lying well on the stomach, which seemed to be the 
easiest position, when down. He had an anxious 


(Continued at foot of next page.) 
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ABSTRACTS. 


[Report of the Director-General of Public Health, 
New South Wales, for the year 1922.| 


This report, which is of a voluminous nature, 
deals very extensively with all matters connected 
with Public Health, and includes a special report on 
the outbreak of plague at Sydney in September, 
1921 to November, 1923. 

That the question of public health is taken up 
in a very thorough and convincing manner in New 
South Wales is proved by the fulness with which all 
matters appertaining to the same are discussed, Of 
the many reports included in this volume, the one by 
the Chief Dairy Inspector appeals most to the veterin- 
ary profession. This deals with the activity of Mr. 
T. V. Blomfield, as Chief Dairy Inspector, and his 
staff of fourteen dairy inspectors, whose work con- 
sists of dealing with and administering the Dairies 
Supervision Act, 1901, and Cattle Slaughtering and 
Diseased Animals and Meat Act. Among the numer- 








(Continued from previous page.) 


expression in his eyes, and although of a vicious 
character, this had left him for the time being, allow- 
ing me to make what examination I liked. 

The temperature was 105° F., and he was slightly 
blown ; respirations were increased very much, and 
the blood pressure was very high. 

After making an examination, I failed to discover 
anything wrong beyond stomach trouble. I placed 
him under treatment for this until I should see him 
next day. 

I received a wire about midnight to go to this bull 
again, as he was much worse and in great pain. When 
I got there I found him standing and trying to pass 
urine, which was done in very small driblets. 

I decided to make an examination of the bladder for 
stone or any other obstruction, and in following the 
course of the urethra to the neck of the bladder I 
discovered a large swelling, the size of a man’s fist, 
and very hot, but very soft. In handling this, and 
putting pressure on it, a large amount of scarlet blood 
passed down the urethra, followed by a tremendous 
amount of clear urine without a tinge of blood in it 
heyond that derived from contamination with the 
urethra. For a few days there appeared a slight 
discharge of blood. I saw the bull to-day, and found 
him again showing his vicious habits, with normal 
temperature, feeding and doing splendidly, passing 
his urine normally and without pain, and with no dis- 
charge of blood whatever. I found the neck of the 
bladder normal, and not showing any signs of soreness. 

I record this case because it is of special interest 
to the country practitioner, for I am certain it is very 
common. It requires caution to diagnose it, as the 
symptoms are so very varied in each case, but particu- 
larly pointing to stomach trouble. 

I have had several cases lately, but have never had 
two showing symptoms alike. 
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ous figures quoted, one result of this work of these 
inspectors seems to stand out prominently, namely, 
that out of 401,716 dairy cattle inspected only 669 
were condemned for tuberculosis. We regret to notice 
that of this large staff, to which may be added seven 
other gentlemen acting as meat inspectors, none 
appear to hold any veterinary qualifications or 
degrees, or if they do, these are not published as in 
the case of those posts filled by medical men. Surely 
if any do hold veterinary degrees these should be given, 
and if none, including the Chief, do hold them, 
it is rather a travesty to place under the heading 
of Public Health Administration.“ Veterinary Branch 
and Dairies Supervision Act.” 


London Cattle Markets Reports. 

Tn their annual report under the Diseases of Animals Act, 
the Cattle Markets Committee state that no cases of anthrax, 
rabies, or glanders were recorded within the City during 
1923, and only three cases of parasitic mange among horses 
The proportion of carcases of cattle 
slaughtered at Aldgate found to be affected with tubercu- 
losis was especially referred to by the Veterinary Inspector, 
who drew attention to the desirability of action being taken 
to eliminate the disease in this country, and to steps that 
have been adopted by the United States to eradicate 
tuberculosis in that country. The matter is one, the Com- 
mittee say, which should, without loss of further time, be 
actively taken up by the Government. As a first step the 
Committee recommend that the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries should be urged to bring into operation again the 
Tuberculosis Order of 1914, suspended during the war, and 
not renewed since. 
to the extent of two-thirds of the market value being paid 
to the owner of cattle found, upon declaration, or upon 
inspection and slaughter, to be tuberculosis. 

Although butchers have great difficulty in obtaining 
supplies of home-fed animals, the number killed at the 
Aldgate slaughter-houses during 1923 shows, it is stated, 
an increase of 12,900. 

With regard to the exportation of horses, the Committee 
state that the stringent regulations made by the Ministry 
of Agriculture in recent vears have had the effect of re- 
moving the formerly objectionable features of the traffic. 
The number passed and shipped from wharves in the City 
to the Continent during 1923 was 1,953, compared with 
8,970 ten years ago. In the area of Liverpool Street 
Station, 363 horses, of which number 135 were intended 
for export, were inspected during the year, and all were 
considered to be in a fit state to travel— The City Press 


were observed. 


The Order provides for compensation 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
QUARTERLY Mretina or CounciL, 
(Continued. ) 


PuBLIcATION. LIBRARY AND Museum CoMMITTER. 


The Secretary read the following report of a 
meeting of the Publication, Library and Museum 
Committee held on Friday, April 11th :— 








May 17, 1924 THE VETERINARY RECORD 433 


Present :—Major J. Abson, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Transactions of the Highland and = Agricultural 
Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs. J. H. Carter, J. Clarkson, Society, 1923. 
R. Hughes, G. H. Livesey, J. W. McIntosh, G. P. Male, Manchester Health Department, 1922. 
Professor J. Share-Jones, T. F. Spencer, H. Sumner. Proceedings of the Zoological Society, 1923. Per 
I. Chairman.—In the absence of the Chairman, H. C. Wilkie. 
Dr. Bradley was voted to the chair. CALENDARS. 
Il. Méinutes.—The minutes of the previous meeting, Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine, 1924-25, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read, Transvaal University College, 1924. 


and signed as correct. PAMPHLETS AND REPRINTS. 

I1t. Presentations to Library.—Since the previous Farming in South Africa, 1924. 
Quarterly Meeting of Council the following presentations Bacillus Pyosepticus als oorzaak van een Ziektegeval 
have been made to the Library :— bij een Varken. <A. Clarenburg, 1923. 


By Professor Hoppay. Ken Geval van septico-pyzemie bij een veulen, 1923. 


Manuale di Semiotica Medica Veterinaria, Kung. Aruch. A. Clarenburg. 
3rd Edition, 1907. How should Canada Export Beef. 
Dott. Guido Finzi: Curriculum, Titoli di dattia e Insects affecting Live-stock. 


Scientifici. Interim Report of Animal Husbandry Division. 
Dott. D. Bernardin, Lesioni Traumatiche del Oranio e Canada, 1922. 


del’encefalo negli animali domestici, 1905. Weeds of South Africa. Part If. Ik. A. Lansdelf. 


Lauzillotti-Buonsanti. La Medicina Veterinaria all’ PERLODICALS. 
Estero, 1891. Fase. 1. The usual list, and in addition The Bloodstock 
Conference Internationale pour l’edtude des Epizootics. Breeders’ Review, ‘“ Skandinavisk  Veterinar- 
Paris, 1921. Compte Rendu. tidskrip.” 
By KE. V. Hosss (per Sir F. Smith). [It was resolved that a cordial vote of thanks be conveyed 
Taplin’s Sporting Dictionary. Vol. I., 1803. to the respective donors. 
By tHE AU'THORs. LV. Cataloguing.—The Secretary reported that the 


Bacon, by H. P. Fox, M.R.C.V.S. work of cataloguing the Library had now been completed, 
The Dentition of the Camel. D. $8. Rabagliati, B.Sc., | and the employment of the temporary assistant had been 
F.R.C.V.S. discontinued as from the end of March. 
By J. F. D. Tur. V. Purchases.—-The Secretary submitted a list of 
Journal of the Royal Microscopical Society, 1915 and | Periodicals and Books for purchase, and 
1919 (bound), 1920-1923 (unbound). It was resolved that he be authorised to purchase the 
Journal of the Quekett Micro.-Club. Vol. 14 | following for the Library :— 
(unbound). Vol. XV., No. 89. Medical Research Council. Report on Accessory 
Food Factors, 1924. 
Dalziel, H., The Diseases of Dogs, 5th KMdition, 1921. 
Kinsley, A. 'T., Veterinary Pathology, New Edition. 
wort and Ingram, A Monograph on Joline’s Disease, 


By Prorressor THEOBALD Smirn. 

62 Pamphlets and Reprints on Bacteriological Subjects. 
By Cotonen, A. J. WIiLLtaMs. 

Blaine’s Veterinary Art, 1854. 

Percivall, Hippo-Pathology. Vol. LI., L841. 1913. 

Youatt, Sheep, 1859. Wall, S., Mastitis of the Cow, L918. 

Clater, Every Man his own Farrier, 2st Edition, Zeitschrift fiir Tierziichtung und Ziichtungsbiologie, 





1810. C. Kronacher. 
Dobson, J. R., The Ox, 1864. Journal of Immunology, 
Turner, D., The Art of Surgery’ L730. Journal of Bacteriology. 
The Practice of Physic, Dr. Sydenham. 3rd Edition, Bacteriological Abstracts. 


Vl. Lachanges.—The Librarian was authorised to 
arrange an exchange of duplicates between this Library 
and the Library of the Royal College of Surgeons. 


by W. Salmond, 1716. 
White, Jas., Treatise on Veterinary Medicine. Vol. 


IV., 1815. ; 
Moore, Jas., Veterinary Homeopathy. 6th Kdition, Vil. Annual Report—Dratt of the Annual Report 
1871. was submitted, and after emendation was approved for 
Cooper, Sir Astley, Surgery. 5th Kdition, 1837. submission to the Council. 
Gamgee, J., Qur Domestic Animals. 2 Vols. 
are. Honours AND Prizes ComMirrer. 


Proceedings of the Second Meeting of Veterinary 
Officers in India, 1924. 
Army Veterinary Services, Statistical and General 


Sir Layron Buenkinsor read the following report 
of a meeting of the Honours and Prizes Committee, 
held on Friday, April Lith: 

Present,—Major-General Sir Layton J. Blenkinsop 
Bengal Veterinary College and C.V.D. Bengal, 1922-23. | (in the chair), Messrs. Dr. L. Charnock Bradley, Professors 
Basutoland, Veterinary Report, 1921-2, 1922-3. J. F. Craig and 8. H. Gaiger, A. Gofton, Major-General 
Transactions of Ninth Annual Tuberculosis Conference, | Sir John Moore, 8. H. Slocock, T. F. Spencer, and Sir 

1923. Stewart Stockman. 


Reports, 1922-23. 
Gold Coast, Veterinary Department, 1922-23. 
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I. Minutes—The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read, 
and signed as correct. 

II. Proposal for Travelling Bursary.—A letter was 
received from the Proprietors and Editor of the Veterinary 
Journal, submitting a proposal for the provision of a 
Travelling Bursary of £20, to be administered by the College 
to enable a selected student in the third year to visit one 
or more of the Continental Veterinary Schools. 

After due consideration it was resolved that the Secretary 
be instructed to communicate with Messrs. Bailliére, 
Tindall and Cox, to explain the reasons why the Committee 
cannot recommend the adoption of their proposal. 

On the motion of Sir Layton BLENKINSOP, seconded 
by Mr. Gorton, the report was received and adopted. 
APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS, 

The PresipENt: We now come to the appointment 
of examiners. I will ask Mr. Gofton to continue the 
reading of the report of the Examination Committee, 
but as this is a confidential matter I think we ought 
to resolve ourselves into Committee. 

Dr. BrapLey: [| move that the Council go into 
Committee. 

Mr. Gorton: IL second that. There is also a small 
matter which was overlooked at the Examination 
Committee yesterday which I think it is desirable 
should be settled to-day. With vour approval we 
can take it in Committee. 

The resolution that the Council go into Committee 
was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Council then went into Committee. 

On resuming its meeting in public, the PResipEeNt 
said: Mr, Gofton, will you now move that the report 
of the Examination Committee be received and 
adopted ¢ 

Mr. Gorron: I now beg to move that the report 
of the Examination Committee be received and 


adopted, and I also propose, if that is accepted, to, 


move a second motion that the examiners be elected 
in accordance with our recommendations in Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Sumner: | second that. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Before that is put there is 
one recommendation about which I should like té 
make a personal reservation, It is the one relating 
to the teaching examination in anatomy. The 
resolution was: “ That the principle of holding one 
examination in anatomy at the termination of the 
second year’s course be adopted, and that a Sub- 
Committee be appointed to work out the details of 
the proposed change and to submit recommendations 
for consequential alterations of bye-laws.”” My name 
is included in the suggested Committee, and I want to 
say that I do not agree with the principle of the 
suggested change. I am quite open to be converted, 
but I thought it was right that | should explain that 
I should probably try to convert the Sub-Committee 
to my own way of thinking. 

The Prestpent: I will now put the motion. that 
the report of the Examination Committee be adopted. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 


mously, 
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Mr. Gorron: I now beg to move (a) That the 
Examiners for the Membership Diploma be appointed 
as follows :— 

Crass A. 

Anatomy.—Wild, A. C., M.R.C.V.S8.; Young, W. 
Jackson, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

Chemistry and Elementary Physics.—Lander, G. D.. 
D.Sec.; Mackenzie, J. E., D.Se., Ph.D., F.R.S.E., F.C.S. 

Biology.—Thomson, J. Stuart, M.Se., Ph.D., F.R.S.E. ; 
White, P. J., M.B., F.R.S.E. 


Crass B. 
Anatomy.—Bowes, H. G., F.R.C.V.S.; Shave, E. &., 
F.R.C.V.S., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
Histology and Physiology.—Buckmaster, G. A., M.A., 
M.D.,; Earl, H. C., M.D., F.R.C.P.1. 
Stable Management, etc.—Dawes, H. J., F.R.C.V.S. ; 
DeVine, Brennan, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 


Crass C. 
Pathology.—Reeks, H. Caulton, F.R.C.V.S.; Sheather, 
A Leslie, B.Se., M.R.C.V.S. 
Materia Medica.—Begg, H., F.R.C.V.S.; Hughes, H. 
Tudor, B.Se., F.R.C.V.S. 
Hygiene.—Taylor, H., F.R.C.V.S. ; 
F.R.C.V.S. 


Woods, W., 


Crass D. 

Medicine.—Harvey, F. T., F.R.C.V.S.; Penberthy, J., 
F.R.C.V.S. 

Surgery—Hickes, RK. J., F.R.C.V.8.; Imrie, D., 
M.R.C.V.S. 

(6) That the appointment be for one year only. 

(c) That the following be appointed Examiners 
for the Diploma in Veterinary State Medicine : 

Epizootiology, Veterinary Bacteriology and Protozooloyy. 
—Major W. Jowett, F.R.C.V.S8., D.V.H. ; Professor D. C. 
Matheson, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Vict.). 

Veterinary Hygiene, Meat and Dairy Inspection, etc.— 
Professor Kk. G. Linton, M.R.C.V.S8. ; W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S. 


(d) That the following be appointed Examiners 
for the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize :— 

French.—-H. C. Wilkie, F.R.C.V.S. 

German.—J. A. W. Dollar, M.R.C.V.8. 

Anatomy.—E. 8. Shave, F.R.C.V.S., M.R.C.S. 

Physiology—G. A. Buckmaster, M.A., M.D. 

Pathology.—A. L. Sheather, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 

Helminthology and Entomology.—R. Daubney, M.Sc., 
M.R.C.V.S. 

Pharmacology and Toxicology.—Hugh Begg, F.R.C.V.S8. 

Medicine.—¥. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S. 

Tropical Medicine.—A. L. Sheather, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S8. 

Surgery.—J. Macqueen, F.R.C.V.5. 


(e) That the panel of Examiners for the Fellowship 
Diploma be re-elected en bloc. 

IX. Internal Examiners.—That on the nomination 
of the Glasgow Veterinary College, Mr. T. Rennie, 
M.R.C.V.S., be appointed Internal Examiner in Pathology, 
Bacteriology, and Protozoology at Glasgow, in place of 
Professor J. H. Mason. 
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Mr. Radford.—That in view of the certificates submitted 
by Mr. Radford in chemistry and physics, botany and 
zoology, he be permitted to sit for his Class A examination 
in July next. 


Mr. Carrer seconded the motion, which was then 
put and carried unanimously. 


APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS. 


It was unanimously resolved, on the motion of 
Major Anson, seconded by Mr. McKtnna, that the 
appointment of Scrutineers should be left, as usual, 
in the hands of the President. 


Date oF ANNUAL DINNER. 


Sir JouN Moore: E propose that we have an 
Annual Dinner this vear, and that it should take 
place on Thursday, the 3rd July, in the King Edward 
VII. Rooms of the Hotel Victoria, the same as last 
year. A sub-committee was formed last year to go 
into the details of ‘the dinner, and I propose that a 
similar committee should be formed this year. It is 
very likely also that we may have the honour of a 
visit from the Prince of Wales this year, as he is appar- 
ently not now going to South Africa. (Cheers.) 

Sir Layton BLeNKINSoP: I second the motion in 
regard to the date of the dinner. The question that 
a dinner should be held has already been decided by 
the Council. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

The Presipent: Will you now appoint the Sub- 
Committee ? 

Mr. SuMNER: Last year’s Sub-Committee acted 
very efficiently, and I move that we re-appoint those 
gentlemen. 

The PresipeENT: I was a member of the Sub- 
Committee last year. I shall now be on ez-officio as 
President, so that you will probably want somebody 
else in my place. (Cries of “‘ No.) The Secretary 
will read the names of last year’s Committee. 

The Secretary: Sir John Moore, Sir ‘Stewart 
Stockman, Messrs. J. B. Buxton and J. W. McIntosh. 

Mr. Sumner: I move the re-election of those 
gentlemen. 

Mr. McKinna_ seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


Notices or Morton. 

Mr. Gorton: I give notice that at the following 
meeting of Council I will move: “ That the following 
words be added to Bye-law 114: ‘The oral and 
practical examinations in these subjects will form a 
separate section of the examination and 50 per cent. 
of marks will be necessary for a pass.’ ” 

The PresipENT: I give notice that at the Special 
Meeting of Council to be held in July I will move the 
adoption of the following Bye-law: ‘* Examination 
for the Diploma of Fellowship.—A panel of Examiners 
shall be elected for a period of not less than three 
years, consisting of not less than three nor more 





than five members for each section of the examination, 
who shall receive such fees and expenses as shall 
from time to time be fixed by the Council.” 


OTHER BUSINESS. 


The Presipent: I now call upon Major Abson to 
deal with the question he raised on the report of the 
Registration Committee. 

Major Anson: At the meeting of the Registration 
Committee yesterday a long letter was read from a 
memler of the profession with regard to the conflict- 
ing evidence which is continually being given in 
police cases, especially in London, and Colonel Brittle- 
bank asked me, in his absence, if I would mention 
this matter to the Council to-day. The conflicting 
and contradictory evidence given in these cases does 
not lend itself to the dignity of the profession, in 
fact it is lowering us in the eyes of the public in a 
very marked degree, as is evidenced very frequently 
by the observations made by the magistrates. To 
obviate this in future, Colonel Brittlebank was going 
to propose, if he had been present, that a number of 
practitioners be got together to form a sort of Panel of 
Referees, to which any case which came before the 
magistrates in which conflicting evidence was given 
might be referred. I am merely raising the matter 
in Council so that some discussion can take place on 
the point, with the object of seeing whether it is 
possible by any means to come to some arrangement 
whereby this condition of affairs may be at all events 
alleviated, if not entirely eradicated. I therefore 
ask for the comments of any member of the Council 
as to the suggestions which have been made with 
regard to this Panel of Referees. 

The Presipent: The subject is open for discussion. 
I take it, Major Abson, you do not want to make a 
concrete proposal at present ? 

Major Asson: I thought we might discuss it first 
and then we might be able, after discussion, to come 
to some concrete proposal. I am not prepared at 
the moment with a concrete proposal. 

Mr. McIntosu: I should like to support the pro- 
posal which has been made by Major Abson. I have 
no doubt it will be a difficult matter, but if something 
could be done to obviate this very great conflict of 
opinion, which takes place almost daily, particularly 
in London, one would be doing the profession some 
good. At the present time it is almost disgraceful 
to hear the evidence which is given, particularly on 
behalf of the prosecution. Cases are bolstered up 
by certain members which have no foundation in 
fact at all, and those of us who have felt it our duty 
to appear in defence have no redress, We are turned 
down, and sometimes talked to by the magistrates 
in a manner which is not becoming to the profession. 
If some means could be adopted whereby a case could 
be submitted to an Arbitrator or a Panel of Experts 
in order that a decision might be obtained, it would 
be very helpful and a step in the right direction. As 
to whether anything practical can be evolved by this 
discussion I do not know, but if it can, it is certainly 
more than time that something should be done. 
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Mr. Sumner: [| think the suggestion the Committee 
made did take a more or less concrete form. It was 
suggested that in regard to medical evidence there 
was a recognised panel for referees in cases of serious 
and violent conflict--that there was a panel of medical 
men who were at the disposal of the Commissioner 
of Police. 1 think Colonel Brittlebank meant to ask 
this Council to appoint a deputation to wait upon the 
Commissioner of Police with the suggestion that in 
all these cases of violent and opposite opinion he might 
avail himself of a Panel of Veterinary Referees. 

Major Anson: I think that was the idea 

Mr. Sumner: I do not know how far the deputation 
would be able to induce the Chief Commissioner of 
Police to suggest that such a panel be formed, but | 
think the time has arrived when the College might. 
without any disrespect, approach the Commissioner 
of Police and tell him how distasteful it is to us to 
have these continual conflicts of opinion in’ the 
Courts, especially in the London area, I think that 
was the idea which animated Colonel Brittlebank. 

Mr. Kine: | think it is entirely a question for the 
Commissioner of Police. The magistrates have 
nothing to do with it. The unfortunate thing about 
it all is that there are certain practitioners who are 
associated with certain Courts, and they have more 
or less permanent employment. I think it is the view 
of the practitioners at large that that employment 
should be made more universal, that is to say, if 
members were called in to deal with particular cases 
in turns, they would be more or less free in their 
opinions and express the exact situation. The 
conflict of evidence which one hears in the different 
Courts is very great, and I doubt whether the maygis- 
trates would deal with a Panel of Referees, especially 
if a particular magistrate deals with the case sum- 
marily, Sometimes the prosecution ask for the case 
to be deferred, and the magistrate says: “I will 
deal with the case now.” That is what happened 
last week in the particular case referred to yesterday. 
It is an exceedingly difficult thing to know what 
to do. 

The Presipenr: | listened very carefully to the 
discussion, and the difficulty, as we all know, is with 

regard to the police. When they get a case they 
always want to win their case, and I am afraid that 
the ‘practitioners who are retained by the police 
cannot very well go against them, as it were. It is 
a horrible position for a witness to be in to be retained 
permanently by any prosecuting body. As I under- 
stood it in this particular case, one man said the horse 
was dead lame, and two others said it was not. They 
took the horse to a distinguished professor immediately 
afterwards, and he could find no lameness, and it 
appeared to those who read the account that it was 
really a question of hard swearing by the veterinary 
surgeon retained by the police. I ‘understood that 
one of the proposals was that this Council should 
appoint a panel amongst themselves who would be 
available, as it were, to examine horses and animals 
in cases like that, and to bring the man if they found 
him swearing simply for his side, up before the Regis- 
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tration Committee, and ask him to explain his conduct. 
I thought that was one of the proposals. 

Major Asson: No, I do not think that was quite 
in the mind of the Committee. 

The Presitpent: I think you will find difficulty. 
I agree it is a very nasty thing. It makes all of us 
blush to read some of the accounts, but 1 think you 
will have great difficulty in saving to the police, 
‘You are not to employ this man ; here are the men 
vou are to employ.” Then the police go to them, 


and not one of them will support the police, Never- 
theless, the police will say,“ We still believe it, and 
we will get a witness who will support us.” J am 


afraid they will go on in that way. 

Major Anson: What is suggested by Colonel 
Brittlebank is that, in cases where there is a doubt, 
the matter might be referred to a Panel of Veterinary 
Surgeons to clear it up. 

The Prestoent: That really is a conerete  pro- 
posal, 

Major ABSoN : 
Brittlebank 

Sir Joun MFapyean: 
that is in doubt ? 

Mr. SUMNER: 


That was the intention of Colonel 
How do you define a case 


‘Direct conflict of evidence.” 

Major Anson: Perhaps | ought not to have used 
the word * doubt,” but direct conflict of evidence. 

Mr. Sumner: Whether a horse is lame or whether 
it is not, 

Major Anson: If two veterinary surgeons say a 
horse is lame and two veterinary surgeons say it is 
not, which of the two are to be believed ? 

Sir Joun M’FapyeaAn: It ts a common occurrence 
with regard to almost every aspect of human affairs. 
It appears to be forgotten that there are thousands 
of cases regarding which a difference of opinion is 
almost certain to occur, and is legitimate. It is all 
very well in a discussion of this kind to say that it 
is only in regard to questions of fact that you want 
to intervene, but it is extraordinarily difficult to 
decide often whether a particular thing is a fact or an 
opinion, ‘This profession has no more occasion to 
blush, [ imagine, than any others. We see every day 
in the newspapers evidence that men of the highest 
knowledge and integrity may come to absolutely 
different opinions with regard to questions of law, 
and of course the members of the legal profession 
differ just as much with regard to cases as veterinary 
surgeons do, | have listened in the expectation that 
somebody would be able to make a suggestion that 
would bring this difference of opinion to an end, but 
I have not heard anything that seems to me to get 
within miles of it. 

Major Anson: There is one point which I think 
has some little bearing on the matter, and that is 
that in the provinces one hardly ever hears of con- 
flicting evidence being given in these cases. I do 
not remember for several years a case in the provinces 
in which this conflict of evidence has occurred. It 
is always in London; it has become a by-word. 

Mr. Wititerr: There is no doubt that in London 


the practitioners who appear for the defence are 
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smarting under the strictures passed upon their 
evidence by the magistrates, who always, or at any 
rate the majority of them, treat their evidence with 
suspicion, There are very few magistrates who will 
adjourn a case for a third opinion, but it has been 
known, I have been called in as the third opinion 
myself, but I have also been ordered out of the box. 
(Laughter.) In view of that, | think that if it was 
brought to the notice of the Commissioner of Police 
that we have a fault to find, and that we are willing 
to act in cases of conflicting evidence, it would do a 
lot of good, particularly if it were brought to the 
notice of the magistrates, 

Mr. Carrer: May [ask if this panel is to be formed 
in London only ? 

Major Anson: Yes. 

Mr. Carrer: Not in the country ¢ 

Major Asson: We do not need it in the country. 

Mr. Carrer: How many would you suggest should 
form the panel ¢ , 

Major Anson: Half a dozen. 

Mr. Gorron: Who is it that it is suggested should 
select the Panel of Referees? If any motion were 
made asking for the appointment of such a panel, 
that would be the first question that would be asked. 

Mr, Livesey: I think there is a great deal in this 
proposal, In cases of difficulty. such as in cases 
relating to the Mercantile Marine and the Navy, 
assessors are often appointed to sit with the magis- 
trate, and possibly such an arrangement might in the 
future be available for the veterinary profession. 
But it seems to me that if we are to get rid of this 
conflicting evidence that is continually cropping up 
in the Courts, the right way to go about it is to teach 
our students how-to give evidence. Jf they had a 
course of jurisprudence in the schools, and were 
taught how to give evidence, how to confine their 
evidence to what they knew, and not to express 
opinions on the facts unless asked to do so, J think 
that is the way to get over the difficulty. It is 
entirely a matter of education, 

Sir Jounn M’Fapyean: I should like to be allowed 
to dissent from that, and to say that, in my opinion, 
it is a higher standard of honour more than a higher 
standard of knowledge that is required. 

The Presipent: As regards the Marine Assessors, 
1 remember on one occasion we went into that with 
the shipping trade, and it was said the assessors were 
always in a difficulty because the crew of one ship 
swore blind that their ship was right and the crew of 
the other ship swore in exactly the same way; so 
that it was impossible to get at the bottom of things. 

Mr. SreNcER: It seems to me that your suggestion 
is the one that is most likely to be of value. For one 
reason it would act, I submit, as a deterrent to those 
people who, from all I can hear, are accustomed to 
give very exaggerated and incorrect views in the 
different cases. Take the last case in point men- 
tioned vesterday, had it been possible that the animal 
in question could have been submitted to this proposed 
Panel of Referees, it is quite possible that we should 
have found some reason for bringing the veterinary 
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surgeon up before the Registration Committee. | 
really do think that in that way the Panel would be 
of very great value, but I do not see how it is going 
to be of value in any other way. Its chief value seenis 
to me to be to act as a deterrent to telling these awful 
fairy tales to make them play the game. 

Mr. Mate: There does seem to be some ground 
for grievance on the part of London practitioners, 
and I think we ought to do something to help them. 
I would like to propose that a small Committee be 
formed to thrash the matter out, and to find the best 
means for giving effect to their conclusions, [ think 
it would be easy to form a panel —either this Council 
could appoint them, or the National, or, if it is con- 
fined to the London area, the Central Veterinary 
Medical Association could do so. I would like to 
propose that a Committee be formed to discuss the 
matter more fully. 

The PResipENT : 
Council ? 

Mr. MALE: A Special Committee of this Council. 

Mr. Witierr: [| second that. 

Mr. Stocock : I would like to propose as an amend- 
ment that a small deputation go from this Council 
to wait upon the Chief Commissioner of Police to 
express our views to him, and if possible to get him 
to form a panel. He could submit names, and they 
could be approved by this Council, of men who could 
act as Referees for the London district, 

The Presipenr: I take it that your proposal is, 
Mr. Male, that this Committee should do that ¢ 

Mr. MALe: Yes, 

The PRESIDENT : 
Slocock ¢ 

Mr. Stocock : My idea was that a small deputation 
should go from this Council at once and see the 
Commissioner of Police, 

The Presipent: If the Council agreed to appoint 
a Committee they could go. 

Mr. Stocock : If you give them power to interview 
the Commissioner of Police. 

Sir Layron Bienkinsor: | would like to support 
what Mr. Male has said, that we should do everything 
in our power to put a stop to this conflicting evidence 
that is being given in the police courts. It is a most 
disgraceful thing, and it is bringing the profession 
into disrepute throughout the kingdom. I do not 
think we should ask the Commissioner of Police to 
form a panel. 1 think the Committee should go with 
a distinet proposal of the panel whom they suggest, 
because, after all, it is the veterinary profession that 
has to put things right, and we are doing our best to 
set our own house in order. We should form the 
panel; we know the men who are to be trusted ; 
and then go and see the Commissioner of Police and 
ask him whether he will fall in with our views, pointing 
out that we are trying to place our house in order, 
are doing our best for the public, and also safe- 
guarding ourselves from the very serious remarks 
which are being made by the district magistrates 
with regard to the veterinary profession, which are 
doing us no good, and are making it very difficult for 


A Special Committee of this 


Does that satisfy you, Mr. 
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honourable men to practise this profession in this 
very big city. 

Mr. Howarp: All the attention of the members 
seems to have been given to the question of what the 
Commissioner of Police will do. But, after all, the 
mistakes complained of are not so much in regard to 
the Commissioner of Police, or even the conduct of 
our own men, who, rightly or wrongly, express opinions 
that are not always correct. The principal objection, 
to my mind, is the remarks occasionally levelled at 
members of the profession by the magistrate, who, 
because he is a magistrate, assumes to himself the 
right to lecture al! and sundry. I think there is some 
Law Society (is there not, Mr. Thatcher ?)--the 
Incorporated Law Society, or some such Society— 
that would probably take kindly notice of a recom- 
mendation from this Council, and see whether they 
could not recommend that an assessor or an expert 
advisor be recommended to act with the magistrate 
in those cases. Eventually it might even have to go 
as far as the House of Commons to make such a 
recommendation. I think we must approach the 
matter in that way. The people who make the laws, 
or who administer them, must be asked to help in 
getting the magistrates to take a different attitude 
towards the veterinary profession than they seem to 
be taking in London. I think the Commissioner of 
Police is only concerned as an outsider. The magis- 
trate is the man we want to get at. 

The Prestpent: The Committee would see any- 
body who would give them information or help in 
the matter. 

Mr. Mate: That was my idea. The Committee 
would consider all those points; then make their 
report and their recommendations to the Council 
and submit them for their approval. If it was 
decided to send a deputation, it would have the 
support of the Council. 

The Prestpent: The Committee might interview 
the Commissioner of Police or anybody else who might 
be of assistance to them in exploring the ground. 

Mr. MALE: I would be quite willing for the Com- 
mittee to do that. 

The Prestpent: Then the proposal is that a 
Committee of this Council be formed for the purpose 
suggested, 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

The Prestpent: Will you now suggest the names 
of the Committee ¢ 

Mr. Mate: I suggest Mr. King, Mr. Willett, Mr. 
McIntosh, Mr. Slocock, Mr. Livesey, Major-General 
Sir Layton Blenkinsop and Sir John Moore. 

These gentlemen were unanimously appointed as 
the Committee. 


THe Civit Service COMMISSIONERS AND THE 
D.V.S.M. 


Mr. McIntosu: Under the heading of “ other 
business’ I have been asked to submit for your 
consideration a matter which is at the present time 
the subject of correspondence between the Civil 








May 17, 1924 


Service Commissioners and certain members of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. It is a small matter, but 
I think it is an important one, and one which this 
Council might be asked to express their opinion upon. 
I will read you a letter I have received :-— 


“ T take the liberty of writing to you in connection 
with the examination which veterinary inspectors 
of the Ministry of Agriculture are required to sit on 
completion of two vears’ service. I hold the Diploma 
in Veterinary State Medicine, and [ think it very 
unjust that holders of this diploma should be required 
to sit this examination. 

“ Together with three other inspectors, in August 
last I applied for exemption from the Pathological 
and Bacteriological part of the examination, and I 
enclose the reply I received. The refusal of exemption 
detracts greatly, in my opinion, from the value of the 
D.V.S.M., and is no encouragement to anyone to take 
a P.G. degree. 

“T should be greatly obliged if you could have 
this matter discussed at the approaching meeting 
of Council of the R.C.V.S.” 

The reply is as follows :— 

“ The Ministry has had before it the representation 
made by you and certain other inspectors of the 
Animals Division, on the 12th August last, asking 
that exemption may be granted, in the case of inspec- 
tors who hold the Diploma in Veterinary State 
Medicine of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
from the bacteriological and pathological part of 
the examinations prescribed by the regulations for 
the appointment of inspectors of the Ministry for 
the purpose of the Diseases of Animals Acts. 

“The regulations of the Civil Service Commis- 
sioners, under which you were appointed, do not 
permit of exemption of the nature desired, and the 
Ministry regrets that, after careful consideration, it 
does not see its way to make any recommendation 
to the Commissioners that such exemption should 
be given.” 

One might say that we have no right to interfere 
with what is apparently an internal arrangement. 
One must allow, I think, that the Civil Service Com- 
missioners have a perfect right to examine those 
men, particularly with regard to technical matters 
affecting the administration of Acts and adminis- 
trative work; but to ask these men to submit them- 
selves for a further examination on pathology and 
bacteriology is, I think, placing this Diploma at a 
discount. The scientific requirements desired by 
the Department are altogether out of proportion to 
the monetary value placed on the services of these 
men. If the D.V.8.M. is worth anything at all, it 
should carry with it exemption from a further examina- 
tion on that particular subject. I merely submit the 
matter, as J] think it is one upon which this Council 
should express its opinion. Whether the Govern- 
ment Department will be influenced in any way | 
am not sure. We know how difficult Government 
Departments are to move, but this matter is certainly 
one upon which this Council might express its view. 
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I think the request made by these men was quite a 
reasonable, just and fair one. 

Professor Craig: I am in agreement to a large 
extent with what Mr. McIntosh has said regarding 
the Civil Service examinations. We have instituted 
a Diploma which is essentially designed to train men 
so that they will be fitted to take up positions under 
corporations and in connection with Government 
Departments, so that they shall be specially fitted 
for the task which they are set; and in doing so T 
think it would be advisable for us, now that the 
Diploma has been instituted for some time. to approach 
those bodies which control the entrance to the per- 
manent positions in the Civil Service to see if a 
dispensation cannot be given to those men who have 
already taken out this Diploma of ours. It should be 
our object to maintain the standard of our Diploma 
and also to attract men to take up the Diploma. I 
therefore think we ought to send some sort of deputa- 
tion or resolution to the Civil Service Commissioners, 
or those who control the regulations of the Civil 
Service, in order to induce them to take a sympathetic 
view of the men who have taken out this particular 
Diploma. 

The Prestpent: Is any definite proposal made ? 
[ am afraid I cannot speak on this subject, because it 
is a matter for the Civil Service Commissioners, and 
it would be rather improper if I expressed any view 
whatever on the matter. They are a body who are 
very jealous of their own power. 

Professor Craig: I move that we send a small 
deputation to the Civil Service Commissioners, in 
order to express our views with regard to the position 
of our graduates who have taken out the Diploma of 
Veterinary State Medicine, in order to ensure that 
certain concessions will be given to them in connection 
with the Civil Service examinations. 

Mr. Livesey: I second that. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

The Presipenr: Will you now nominate 
deputation ? 

Mr. McKtnna: I suggest Sir John Moore, Sir 
Layton Blenkinsop, Mr. McIntosh and Mr. Livesey. 

Mr. Mcinrosu: Would it not be better if the 
teachers of the schools weat as a deputation ? 

The Presipent: The deputation could go at the 
time of one of these Council meetings. 

Sir Layton BLENKINSOP: Can we resolve ourselves 
into Committee for a few minutes ? I should like to 
make some remarks in Committee. 

It was unanimously resolved that the Council 
should go into Committee. 

On the Council resuming its sitting in public it was 
unanimously resolved that the deputation should 
consist of Sir John Moore, Mr. McIntosh and Mr. 
Livesey. 


the 


Special Meeting of Council. 


A special meeting of the Council was then held, 
the President (Sir Stewart Stockman) occupying the 
chair, and the same members being present as at the 
quarterly meeting. 
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The minutes of the last meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed 
as correct. 


Dr. BRADLEY. 


Dr. BRapLEY moved :— 

‘That in Bye-law 105 (i.) the words ‘twenty weeks’ 
be substituted for the words ‘ five months.’ ” 

“That in Bye-law 105 (ii.) the words ‘ fifteen 
weeks’ be substituted for the words ‘six months 
(of which three months shall be distinct and separate 
from the period of laboratory instruction required 
under sub-section (i.).’ ” 

* That in Bye-law 106 the words ‘ in the month of 
June’ be deleted.” 

In doing so he said: | do not think I need take up 
much of your time in justifying the three motions 
standing in my name, because these motions and those 
subsequently to be moved by Mr. Gofton are all 
intended to make for efficiency in the D.V.S.M. 
examination and training. When the regulations for 
the D.V.S.M. were first drafted we realised that some 
modifications would be needed as time went on. A 
certain amount of modification has been made, and 
it is very obvious to all who have seen the working 
of the regulations that further modification is now 
necessary. I may sav very briefly that the motions 
in my name are solely for the purpose of removing a 
condition which has been found in practice to be very 
objectionable, namely, the overlapping of laboratory 
and administrative training. We have found that 
the three months of overlapping have been to a very 
large extent wasted, for the reason that there could 
be nv concentrated attention on laboratory work or 
administrative work; and if these motions, which I 
hope meet with your approval, are passed, the three 
months which are devoted, so to speak, to doing 
double work will be obviated. As a consequence, 
those of us who know the working of the regulations 
are persuaded that the efficiency of the training will 
be very considerably improved. With regard to the 
third motion, which suggests the deletion of the words 
“in the month of June.” we think that desirable, 
because the present bye-law fixes the date of the 
examination rather too rigidly. You will remember 
that more than once we have desired to hold examina- 
tions in December, and a certain amount of fracture 
of the bye-laws has been necessary in order to hold 
those examinations. I now beg formally to move 
the resolution. 

Mr. McKinna: [ have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion. I think it will be a very great advantage 
to those who desire to sit for this examination that 
they should know exactly where they are in regard 
to the time, and so on. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Gorton: IL beg to move :— 

“That the following words be added to Bye-law 
114 :—~* The oral and practical examinations in these 
subjects will form a separate section of the examina- 
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tion, and fifty per cent. marks will be necessary for a 
pass,’ ”” 

I do not think it is necessary for me to say very 
much in moving this proposed alteration. It is 
obvious that the object of the D.V.S.M. examination 
is to ensure that those who hold that Diploma shall 
be well qualified in the practical or applied side of 
their work. It was brought to the attention of the 
Examination Committee that, under the regulations 
as they exist in our bye-laws, it was possible for a 
man who was defective in the practical or applied 
part of his work to obtain the Diploma when he was 
perhaps deficient in what was really the essential 
part of his work and of his training. In order to get 
over that risk, it is proposed, on the recommendation 
of the Examination Committee, to divide the examina- 
tion into two distinct parts, the one a written 
examination, if you like, on the purely theoretical 
side, and the other a practical examination on the 
applied side, and the men must pass independently 
in each of those examinations before they are entitled 
to the Diploma. That is the effect of the alteration 
which I propose. 

Major Anson: I| second that. 

Mr. Sumner: Would both sections have to be 
passed at the same time ? 

Mr. Gorron: Under the bye-laws as they stand 
that is left to the option of the examiners, They 
may refer him back for both or one. 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 
mously, 

The Presipent: | beg to move the following 
alteration of Bye-law 95: “ Before the receipt of his 
Diploma of membership of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeuns every successful candidate in 
the final examination shall pay a fee of £1 for regis- 
tration as a member of the College, and shall sign 
w declaration that he will observe and comply with 
the Acts, Charters, and Bye-laws of the College which 
shall be in force from time to time.” 

I do not think that motion needs any words of 
recommendation. I beg formally to move it. 

Major Apson seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously, 


Date oF CONFIRMATORY MEETING, 
It was agreed that the confirmatory meeting 
should be held ou Thursday, the 24th April, at 4 p.m. 
This concluded the business of the special meeting 
of Council. 


Rerort oF THE BioLocicAL Propucts ComMMirTeE 
or THE N.V.M.A. 

The Council then proceeded to consider, in Com- 
mittee, the report of the Biological Products Com- 
mittee of the N.V.M.A., the consideration of which 
had been deferred during the quarterly meeting of 
Council. 

On the Council resuming its sittings in public, 
it was resolved — 
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DIVISIONAL REPORTS. 





Mid-West and South Wales Division. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The persistence of wintry conditions adversely 
affected the attendance at the Annual General Meeting 
of this extensive division, which was held at the Royal 
Hotel, College Green, Bristol , on Thursday, April LOth, 
1924. 

The retiring President (Mr. W. D. Rees) occupied 
the chair at the outset, and the attendance book was 
also signed by the following members :—Messrs. C. I. 
Perry (President-elect), A. 5S. Adams, C. Armstrong 
W. A. Austin, J. R. Barker, J. R. Baxter, A. W. 
Brasnett, J. C. Coleman, C. H. Delacherois, R. W. 
Hall, J. R. Hewer, F. C. Hobbs, R. Moore, R. Porch, 
J. U. 8. Powell, E. Sayer, W. M. Scott, E. E. Seldon, 
W.S. Stevens, F. J. Taylor, A. Veitch, W. K. Williams, 
and J. J. Aveston (Hon. Secretary). 

Visitors: Professor J. B. Buxton (Cambridge), 
and Professor Walker-Hall (Bristol), 

The minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting were read, confirmed and signed. 

A letter from the President of the National, Mr. 
H. J. Dawes, was then read. Sent just after the 
Hereford meeting of the division, ‘t expressed the 
President's appreciation of that gathering as eviden- 
cing the vitality of the division, and his wishes for 
their continued success. 

Professor Share-Jones, of Liverpool, had written 
that he was a victim of influenza, but he would take 
the next available opportunity of accepting their 
invitation to pay them a visit. An apology for 
unavoidable absence was also announced from Mr. 
G. H. Livesey, Secretary of the * National.” 


Reports, 

Mr. J. J. Aveston then presented his secretarial 
report for the year, as follows :— 

The past year has again been a very successful one, 
,and like the three previous ones, has found our 
Association more full of confidence in the future at 
its termination than at its beginning. The Association 
has admirably fulfilled its objects, which are: * To 
safeguard the professional and social interests of our 
members ; to stimulate a closer esprit de corps ; and 
to advance scientific knowledge by intellectual 
intercourse through the reading of original papers 
pertaining to veterinary science, and the discussion 








(Continued from previous column. ) 

“That in view of the decision of the Council in 
reference to the inclusion of tuberculin in the Thera- 
peutic Substances Bill, no further action be taken at 
present.” 

A hearty vote of thanks having been accorded to 
the President for his conduct in the chair, the meeting 
terminated. 
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upon scientific subjects with practical demonstrat- 
ions.” To be reminded occasionally of our Assoc- 
iation’s objects cannot but increase the members’ 
interest in its welfare, especially at a time when 
combination is the order of the day in every direction. 

Three quarterly meetings, in addition to the annual 
general meeting, have been held during the year. 
We were highly favoured at our last annual meeting, 
as we had with us both the President’ H. Sumner, Esq., 
and the Secretary, G. H. Livesey, Esq.. of our parent 
hody, the “ National,” and had a most interesting and 
intellectual address by the President, in which he 
outlined our duties and responsibilities in no half- 
hearted manner. 

We also held our first annual dinner after the 


meeting, which function admirably fulfilled its 
purpose. It is hoped it will now be an annual event. 


The July meeting was held at Weston-super-Mare, 
when Mr. W. 8. Stevens read a paper on ** Graded 
Tubereulin-Tested Milk and its Economie Production.” 
The members present were the guests of Mr. A. 
Veitch. 

The autumn meeting was held at Swansea, when 
Mr. J. R. Barker gave a very successful demonstration 
of Canker of the Foot, those present being entertained 
by the Swansea practitioners. The January meeting 
was at Hereford, Mr. Barker again giving a demonstra- 
tion, while he read a paper on “* Canker of the Foot.” 

At this meeting we were privileged to welcome 
the President of the National, J. H. Dawes, Esq., who 
received the heartiest of welcomes; the Mid-West 
heing second to no association in its loyalty to the 
‘ National.” The members and visitors were the 
guests of the Hereford practitioners, 

To those gentlemen who read papers and gave 
demonstrations, also to those who so kindly enter- 
tained us, the Association offers its grateful thanks. 

Our President, Mr. W. D. Rees, is offering himself 
as a candidate for election to the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. Every member can do something towards 
getting him elected, and he feels it is only necessary 
to remind them for this to be done. If the Profession 
generally were only half as well aware as we are of 
Mr. Rees’ many excellent qualities the result would 
be in no doubt. 

A very attractive feature of our gatherings is the 
social and convivial element, which is valuable as a 
means of getting to know more of one another than is 
possible during the actual meetings, for there we are 
more seriously engaged, and the half hour or hour 
of friendly chat on matters many and varied, is a 
thoroughly healthy and helpful feature of our quarterly 


meetings. All agendas should be so framed that they 
should on no account disturb this very delightful 
and much-appreciated social intercourse. Many 


members imagine that their troubles are quite insur- 
mountable until they are poured forth to their fellow 
members, when it is found that they pale into insignifi- 
cance when compared with those of other members. 
and frequently avenues of escape are suggested. 

As regards our members generally, the past year 
has certainly been a trying one, agriculture and trade 
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generally being depressed. This cannot but react 
unfavourably on the Veterinary Profession, but 
undoubtedly, in spite of the many trials our profession 
is now undergoing, it has never been held in greater 
respect in the West of England and Wales than at 
present ; for this, practitioners have solely themselves 
to thank. There are still many who should join our 
Association and gain the many advantages of member- 
ship; these gentlemen can only be prevailed on by 
their neighbouring confréres, and it is trusted that an 
effort in this direction will be made. In conclusion, 
your council, who have met four times and transacted 
much useful business, begs to thank the many who have 
done so much for the Association during the past year. 

The report was received and adopted, on the 
proposition of Mr. Haut, seconded by Mr. WILLtams, 
the PRESIDENT expressing the opinion that they could 
heartily congratulate themselves upon the way in 
which the Division was progressing, and his gratifi- 
cation that the attendances at their meetings compared 
favourably with those of most of the other divisions 


of the “‘ National.” 

Mr. Perry, the Hon. Treasurer, submitted his 
financial statement, which revealed a very satisfactory 
state of affairs. The balance at the bank was 
£29 Os. 8d... a sum of £5 5s. 9d. in excess of that 
standing to their credit the previous year. The 


Division’s donations from this General Fund comprised 
£3 3s. to the “ Field” Distemper Fund, and £5 5s, 
to the Royal (Dick) College Centenary Fund. 

A noteworthy feature of the Division’s financial 
affairs is the splendid work accomplished by Mr. A. 8. 
Adams, on behalf of the Special Benevolent Fund. 
His efforts produced donations amounting to £21 
10s. 6d., and this amount, after deducting a £5 5s, 
donation to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
has a balance of £59 Is. 6d... Both the General and 
Benevolent Funds have £100 Consols standing to 
their credit. 

In the course of his remarks ve the General Account, 
Mr. Perry informed the meeting that thirteen members 
out of a total of eighty-five were in arrears in their 
subscriptions. At one time in the past, the Division 
had boasted 100 membefs, but some had dropped out 
automatically through their failure to pay their 
subscriptions. 

The PReEstpENT moved the reception and adoption 
of the report, and Mr. CoLeMAN, in seconding, 
suggested that future statement of feceipts and pay- 
ments be printed on back of the Annual General 
Meeting agenda paper. The suggestion was agreed 
upon, and the motion carried. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. Rees, from the chair, proposed the election of 
Mr. Perry as President. One of the pioneers of the 
Division, Mr. Perry was an enthusiast to his finger-tips, 
and would make an admirable President. (Applause.) 

Mr. Aveston, seconding, remarked that Mr. Perry 
had not missed a single Council or Ordinary General 
Meeting since the inception of the Division, That was 
a fine record, and showed a zeal for the interests of 
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the Division for which the presidency was a fitting 
and a well-merited honour. (Applause.) 

Mr. Rees, in vacating the chair, said he wanted 
to take that opportunity of thanking all the members 
of the Division for the very loyal support which they 
had accorded him during his period of office. He had 


done his best, he could assure them; and if he had 


failed in anything it had not been for lack of interest 
in the Division. He asked them to grant to Mr. Perry 
the same loyal backing that he had found so inspiring 
and helpful. He would like to thank those who had 
so materially assisted towards the success of the year’s 
work by contributing to the programme, in whatever 
capacity. 

Mr. Perry, from the chair, thanked the members 
for the expression of their confidence which their 
election of him to that honourable office constituted. 
Although he had not wished for the honour in that 
year, he had looked forward to holding it some day. 
He could assure them that it would be a great pleasure 
to him to carry out the duties of his office to the hest 
of his ability. 

Mr. Aveston, on the proposition of Mr. CoLeMan, 
seconded by Mr. Rees, was re-elected to the Hon. 
Secretaryship, the latter reminding the members that 
the bulk of the work devolved upon that officer, and 
how consistently well that work had been accom- 
plished by Mr. Aveston. 

Mr. AVESTON, in returning thanks for his election, 
stated that he had fully intended to resign his position, 
but, owing to the inability of Mr. Rees to accept it, 
and to secure anyone else, he had consented to carry 
on for another year. 

Mr. Adams was elected Hon. Treasurer, on the 
proposition of Mr. Scorr, seconded by Mr. Porca. 

On the motion of Mr. Scorr, seconded by Mr. 
Moors, Messrs. Barker, Rees, Roberts and Taylor 
were elected Vice-Presidents. 

The following were elected members of Council :— 
Messrs. Adams, Barker, Coleman, Hall, Hewer, 
Moore, Porch, Rees, Roberts, Sayer, Scott, Taylor, 
Veitch, and Watson, with the President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer ex officio. Messrs. Aveston, Coleman, 
Perry, Rees and Scott were appointed as representatives 
to the Council of the N.V.M.A. 

Messrs. Henson and Porch were elected as Hon. 
Auditors, 

Day or MEETING, 

The PrestpENT inaugurated a discussion on the 
advisability of holding the meetings of the Division 
on another day than on Thursday by announcing the 
receipt of letters in favour of the change from Messrs. 
Austin and Thorburn, and informing the meeting 
that Mr. Morgan, of Ross, had resigned on account of 
his inability to attend on that day. 

Mr. Scorr thought they should leave it to the 
Council to decide upon the day of any particular 
meeting. 

The SeoretTary said that the R.C.V.S. Council 
Meetings were held on the second Thursdays of 
January and April, at least. That precluded the 


possibility of the Division being visited by R.C.V.S. 
Councilmen. 
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Mr. STEVENS proposed “That the meetings of the 
division be held on a Friday.” 

Mr. HENSON seconded. 

Mr. Scott moved, as an amendment, that Thursday 
be retained as the day of meeting. 

Mr. Aveston seconded the amendment. The 
amendment was lost, and it was agreed that the 
meetings be held on the third Friday in the month. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BARKER moved: “That this Association 
urges the Ministry of Agriculture to re-introduce the 
Tuberculosis Order, 1914, with a view to eradicating 
certain groups of tubercular animals.” This resolu- 
tion, said Mr. Barker, has been before our Association 
on a previous occasion, but I understand that the 
General Secretary of the “‘ National” wishes us to 
bring it up again in order that, at the annual meeting 
at Aberdeen. it may appear with similar resolutions 
from other Divisions, with a view to approaching 
subsequently the Ministry of Agriculture. I think 
the Order provides for the eradication of animals 
with certain open lesions of tuberculosis, and therefore 
is to the benefit of public health. It also provides 
for the administration of its enactments under the 
supervision of veterinary surgeons. On these two 
counts, therefore, [ ask your support for the motion. 

Mr. W. Scorr, in seconding the motion, said that 
he did so with pleasure, for the reason that he thought 
it would strengthen the hands of the N.V.M.A. in 
their efforts to further the movement for the eradi- 
cation of tuberculosis from the cattle of this country. 
He was afraid, however, that the National’s action 
would have no effect upon the Ministry. 

Mr. Rees, supporting, informed the gathering 
that the N.V.M.A. Council, the previous day, had had 
three similar resolutions before them. 

Mr. Hatt stated that he had had submitted to 
him letters on this subject which had been received 
by the Urban District Councils of Barry and Hawarden, 
and these bodies were taking the matter up. They 
should all try to influence the local authorities with 
which they had to do in order that supporting 
resolutions might be sent up from their respective 
councils, 

Mr. STEVENS expressed the opinion that the chief 
difficulty in regard to the re-introduction of the 
Order lay in the more or less rival attitudes towards 
it adopted by the Ministry of Agriculture and the 
Ministry of Health. The latter wanted it to be under 
their supervision, and there was friction between the 
two departments as to which should have control. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. J. ©. Coteman moved: “ That the entrance 
fee to this Association be 10s. 6d., instead of £1 Is. 
as heretofore.” and in doing so remarked that from 
what he had gathered his motion was not popular. 
(laughter.) But there should be unity ia the profes- 
sion, and everything done that could be done to bring 
its members into Associations. In that district, 
as in every other, unity was strength, and his motion 
would help to promote that unity amongst their 
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local professional brethren. It would encourage other 
men to join them, and he was sure that, however bad 
a man might be when he joined that Association, he 
would be a better man afterwards. Mixing with his 
confréres was bound to broaden his mind, and take 
him out of his little narrow sphere. Nearly all the 
other societies had the same entrance fee as the 
subscription. Therefore, in the interests both of 
uniformity and progress, he begged to submit his 
motion for their consideration. 

The PrestpENT seconded, and, he said, for the 
following reason: He had been treasurer of the 
Division for four years, during which time they had 
had 110 members proposed. Out of that number 
only seventy-eight had paid their entrance fee of 
£1 1s. and last year eighteen members fell out 
automatically through their failure to pay the fee. 
He believed a number of these would come in if they 
had an entrance fee of 10s. 6d. £1 11s. 6d. was a lot 
to ask a man to pay in his first year of membership— -he 
did not say it was not worth it; that was not the 
point. Facts like a consequent limitation of member- 
ship had to be considered, and he was very anxious 
to see an Association of 100 members. The Association 
had plenty of money with which to make the experi- 
ment. 

Mr. Apams hastened, as their new Treasurer, to 
dispute the President’s assertion that they had plenty 
of money. The more they had, the better use they 
could make of it, and he was going to get all he could 
for the Association. He could not view lightly any 
proposition to reduce their revenue. If a man was 
to be worth anything to them as an enthusiastic 
member, he was not going to stay outside because 
the entrance fee was £1 1s. instead of 10s. 6d. 

Mr. Scorr expressed the view that, in fairness to 
the existing members, others should not be admitted 
at the lower fee. He felt strongly that a man who 
was not prepared to pay £1 Is. for the privilege of 
membership of a professional association would be 
of very little use to it. Those Divisions which had 
adopted the half-guinea entrance fee had either 
charged too much originally or they were not charging 
enough now. In view of these considerations he 
could not support the resolution. 

Mr. Hat thought that those who were remaining 
outside were doing so merely because they were 
apathetic, and that was an attitude which would 
not be affected by the amount of the entrance fee. 

The Hon. Secretary drew the attention of members 
to the fact that during the last year they had had 
some very cheap meetings, but that the new year’s 
programme, including as it did, the provision of 
material for several demonstrations, was likely to be 
considerably more expensive. It had, moreover, 
to be remembered that assistants were already 
accepted at the lower fee. 

The proposition was then put to the meeting, 
but was lost by an overwhelming majority. 

The PRESIDENT moved: “That in future the 
Association’s year shall be from January Ist to 
December 31st, instead of, as at present, April Ist 
to March 31st.” He moved that for the reason that 
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in collecting subscriptions it was very difficult to 
adjust matters to the requirements of the financial 
year. Members became confused in regard to the 
payment of subscription when the financial year did 
not end till March 31st. Moreover, if it ended on 
December 31st, it would mean that the annual meeting 
and dinner would be held in January. It would, 
of course, mean that their next presentation of 
accounts, ete., would he in respect of nine months 
only. 

Mr. Rees, remarking that it was evident that the 
new arrangement would simplify matters very 
considerably for the treasurer, seconded the resolution, 
which was passed, 


AppreEss BY PROFESSOR BUXTON. 


The PrestpentT: I have very great pleasure in 
welcoming Professor Buxton here this afternoon. 
He has come from his Institution of Animal Pathology 
at Cambridge, to talk to us about the work which he 
and his staff are ac complishing there. 

Professor J. B. Buxton, who was received with 
applause, said in the course of his address, that when 
he received their invitation to address them he had 
looked forward to having an extraordinarily good time. 
Later on his prospects of this were prejudiced by the 
receipt of an agenda from Mr. Aveston. (Laughter.) 
He was, nevertheless, very glad indeed to have that 
opportunity of coming amongst them totalk for a few 
minutes regarding the new scope which was afforded 
them for investigation into the diseases of animals. 

He would like, in that connection, to make a brief 
reference to the circumstances under which the 
new Institute at Cambridge became established, and 
also to the circumstances under which other workers 
had been provided for in the other institutions of a 
similar character which had been set up. As a result 
of the Corn Production Act Repeal Act, there was 
something over a million pounds going begging, 
and the agricultural community were consulted as 
to how that money should be spent. It was a matter 
of congratulation that they suggested that a quarter 
of a million should be devoted to research, There had 
been several institutes engaged in similar work, but it 
was decided by the powers that be that a fresh institute 
should be started at Cambridge. 

He thought everybody would agree that, upon 
humanitarian grounds alone, it was,a duty to establish 


such centres of pathological investigation--upon 
economic grounds it was, indeed, a _ necessity 
(Applause. ) 

The investigation into the diseases of animals 


which might be communicable to man was a necessity 
from a public health point of view. Those who were 
engaged on research work realised that it was only 
by the study of disease in animals that there was any 
hope of solving many of the problems which confronted 
the student of pathological conditions in the human 
subject. The Institute at Cambridge was subsidised 
by the State, and its work embraced branches of study 
which might be expected to yield results of benefit 
to both human and animal species, for example, 
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toxicology, parasitology, protozoology, and immun- 
ology. 

It was for that reason, he submitted, that Cambridge 
was a place that was ideally suitable for the work. 
The Institute at Cambridge worked side by side 
with the school of pathology, to their mutual 
benefit: there were the Institute of Biochemistry, 
and the Institute of Physiology, not to mention the 
School of Agriculture. Those Institutes were very 
closely united, not only as far as the buildings were 
concerned, but in so far as the heads of the depart- 
ments were concerned. 

In the past it had been customary to confine their 
activities to a central laboratory. That was not a 
satisfactory method of carrying out an investigation 
in the field. Therefore, one of ‘the things with which 
they occupied themselves first, was to make provision 
for a suitable field unit, consisting of a fully-equipped 
motor laboratory staffed by veterinary surgeons, 
skilled in the work. It went to any part of the 
country in which they considered it was necessary 
to carry out an investigation. 

The object of their work was to endeavour to find 
some simple method of preventive treatment ; some 
simple method of avoiding infection, to elaborate 
new and improved methods of diagnosis, to prepare 
specific substances for the control of diseases, such as 
serums and vaccines. 

He would like, without any suspicion of egoism, 
to give them some idea of how the Institute had 
grown during the past few months. Provision was 
made for assistants, and within three months he was 
able to secure two first-rate research workers in Mr. 
Bosworth and Mr. Glover. A few weeks afterwards 


they found that, owing to pressure of work, it was ° 


necessary to extend their operations and consequently 
to augment the staff, and they had received sanction 
to appoint three more veterinary surgeons and a 
protozoologist, who had, of necessity, to be a medical 
man, 

They hoped they would be able, not only merely 
to justify the existence of the Institute—-because 
they knew they could do that- but to increase its 
activities, Their work was progressing as a result of 
the machinery which they had elaborated for the 
carrying out of their investigations. They were in a 
similar position to the medical pathologists they 
had first of all to get in touch with their material, 
They might hear privately from a stockowner, or from 
an agricultural official, and they would then take 
steps to ascertain if the information supplied was true. 
They found out who was the veterinary surgeon in 
charge of the outbreak, and they then communicated 
with him and asked him to advise them whether or 
not it was a serious thing. Throughout that investi- 
gation they acted entirely through the local prac- 
titioner. They would be astonished if they knew the 
amount of material which the practitioners in the 
North of England had put in their way, and one 
reason why he was anxious to come down there was 
to ask them to help him similarly. If they, too, 
could put the Institute into touch with those who were 
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in a position to furnish material, or if they could supply 
it themselves, then yet greater progress would he 
made. (Applause.) 

The PrestpENtT proposed, and Mr. W. Scorr 
seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to Professor Buxton 
for his address, the latter saying that they were all 
deeply grateful to him for coming from the classical 
city of Cambridge to the busy commercial city of the 
West to enlist their sympathy and,to some extent,their 
co-operation in the valuable work which was being 
carried on at the former. He was, he was sure, voic- 
ing the feelings of that Association when he said that 
they in the West were very glad indeed that the head 
of that important Institute of Pathology was a 
veterinary surgeon, and that that veterinary surgeon 
was Professor Buxton. (Applause). 

At this stage the Hon. Secretary brought to the 
notice of members the circular letter re Jury Service, 
which had been received by him from the General 
Secretary of the National, in which it was requested 
that members should fill up the question forms sent 
and return them to him in order that they might be 
sent to the R.C.V.S., with a view to further action. 

New Member.-Mr. H. V. Steward, of Hereford, 
was unanimously elected to membership, on the 
proposition of Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Barker. 

Morbid Specimen..-Mr. C. ArMstTRoNG exhibited 
a portion of horse’s lung of which, he said, he had no 
history, but which he had picked up in a knacker’s 
yard. He asked for the opinion of members as to the 
pathological condition represented by the specimen. 

The specimen having been circulated without the 
presentation of any definite opinion, the President 
announced that Professor Buxton had kindly offered 
to examine it at the Institute, and send a report 
thereupon to the next meeting. 

Next Meeting.—It was agreed that the next meeting 
of the Division be held at Bath, on the third Friday 
in July, and it was left to the Council to arrange the 
programme, it being understood that a series of 
canine demonstrations would be the chief feature. 

The Retiring President thanked.-Mr. A. 8S. Adams 
proposed a cordial vote of thanks to their past- 
President, Mr. Rees, for his occupancy of the chair 
during the year which had closed. That gentleman 
had been their President for two years, as had his 
predecessor. He thought they had been fortunate 
indeed in having men of the calibre of Mr. Rees and 
Mr. Scott to take that responsibility, and he was sure 
that they would all agree that the retiring President 
had proved an admirable successor to Mr. Scott, 
in taking charge of the conduct of their meetings. 
(Hear, hear.) The Association had progressed under 
his presidency, and many of them would have liked 
to have seen him keep the chair longer, but they 
hoped that he was going to London on the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. to look after their best interests, and 
the best interests of the whole profession, there. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. AvesToN, in seconding, said that Mr. Rees 
had been a tremendous help to the Association. 
There had been many little matters amicably settled 
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through his always friendly ageney. and they had 
all been better friends with each other in consequence. 
He, had also to thank him, on behalf of the Council. 
for having entertained them on nearly every occasion 
of their meeting, and their council meetings had always 
been very pleasant times indeed. He further thanked 
him personally for the very great help he had given 
him in carrying on the Association. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 
und, after a suitable acknowledgment of the compli- 
ment by Mr. Rees, the meeting terminated. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


With the admirable intention of enabling reason- 
ably early trains home to be caught the Annual 
Dinner followed hard upon the meeting, and was a 
brief, cheery function, with a minimum of speech 
making. The Royal Hotel served an admirable 
dinner, which was attended by all who took part 
in the afternoon’s proceedings, and was presided over 
by Mr. Perry, the new President. Professor J. B. 
Buxton and Professor Walker Hall, of Cambridge and 
Bristol Universities respectively, were the guests of 
the evening. Following the honouring of the loyal 
toasts, Mr. Aveston submitted “ The Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons.” The R.C.V.S. Council 
were, they would all agree, not only a very able body 
of men, but a body loyal to their profession, as was 
proved by their willingness to give up their time and 
their energies for the furtherance of its interests. 
He did feel there was something in ‘ doing work for 
nothing.” (Hear, hear.) He thought that possibly 
the men who came from all parts of the British isles 
to serve the R.C.V.S. found a very great satisfaction 
in their work, and he was sure that it was very good 
work, They had two members of the R.C.V.S. 
Council with them on that occasion in Professor 
Buxton and Mr, Coleman, and he trusted the Division 
would soon have a second member of its own in their 
ex-President. (Cheers.) He knew that everyone 
there would work for all they were worth to get Mr. 
Rees elected. He carried on his Association in Bath 
very little disturbed by the R.C.V.S., and for that he 
was truly thankful. (Laughter.) These gentlemen 
were doing, especially in the last few years, a tremendous 
amount of hard and good work to get the veterinary 
profession adequately recognised. They themselves 
could do much in their division, which covered a 
vreat area extending 200 miles from Crewkerne to 
Haverfordwest, to enlist public interest, sympathy, 
and support for the aims which the profession had in 
view. The toast having been enthusiastically 
honoured, 

Mr. CoLeMAN, in reply, assured Mr. Aveston that 
it did give them great pleasure to give their time to the 
work of the R.C.V.S., if they felt they were benefiting 
their profession. The improvement he had mentioned 
in the activities of the Council during the last few 
years was, he thought, due to the greater amount 
of interest taken in the proceedings by the rank and 
file and also to the growing feeling that in the 
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* National ” they had a live body through which they 
could send resolutions to be considered by the Council. 
The R.C.V.S. Council welcomed those resolutions, 
and their actions were largely framed upon the 
suggestions therein made. He hoped Mr. Aveston 
would not wait untilhe was old before he aspired to the 
position held by Professor Buxton and himself, 
(Laughter.) With regard to Mr. Rees, he could only 
reiterate what he had said earlier, that if they suc- 
ceeded in sending him to the Council they would all 
welcome him. (Cheers.) He was extremely obliged 
to Mr. Aveston for the very nice way in which he 
had spoken of them. He himself was often in ill 
odour, because it was his habit to call a spade a spade 
but he generally got his own way in the end, 
(Laughter.) ' 
Professor Buxton, in giving “* The Mid-West and 
South Wales Division,” said that he would like to 
tell them that, although that was the first opportunity 
he had had of coming among them, he had already 


discovered the ‘ Kruschen feeling” which was 
characteristic of the Mid-West and South Wales 


Division. It was more than refreshing to come 
among a body of men who were imbued with that 
“zip” and enthusiasm which he had met that 
afternoon, They regarded that Association as one 
of the youngest, most vigorous, and progressive 
Divisions of the ** National.” 


The PrestpENt, in response, said that there was 
no insincere flattery about the kind words of the 
proposer of the toast. It was, indeed, evidence of 
vigour and enthusiasm that, after four years, they had 
a membership of eighty-five. Their finances were in 
a good condition, and he felt confident that the 
* Mid-West and $8. Wales” would have a great 
future. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Scorr proposed * The Guests,” coupling with 
the toast the name of Professor Walker Hall, whose 
name, as they were no doubt well aware, was a house- 
hold one among pathologists. He was no stranger to 
the members of that association, and as one of their 
most distinguished Honorary Associates he was always 
welcome at their meetintys. His reputation was not 
confined to the West Country, for he, Mr. Scott, in 
conversation with an eminent medical man in the 
Midlands some time ago, mentioned the name of the 
Professor of Pathology at Bristol University, and the 
medical man, although he did not Know the professor 
personally, spoke most highly of his work and reputa- 
tion. 

Professor WALKER HALL, replied ia happy and 
facetious terms to the enthusiastically-honoured 
toast. In more serious vein he expressed the opinion 
that there would eventually bea Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine attached to the University of Bristol. 
Many of them had been associated with their institution 
in the past, and he hoped that association would 
not only continue, but develop to their mutual 
advantage. 

J. J. AVESTON, 
Hon. Secretary. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 


Diary of Events. 


June 5 R.CLV.S. Annual General Meeting. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
General Meeting. 


| 


5—Central Division Meeting. 


- 


Now that foot-and-mouth disease appears to be 
definitely on the wane, there is a probability that many 
of the temporary veterinary inspectors who have been 
assisting the Ministry of Agriculture will have to find 
other employment. The majority will have to get 
into private practice either as assistants or partners. 
Already several of these gentlemen have applied to us 
in order to find employment, and we shall be glad to 
hear from practitioners who have vacancies. 


* * * * 


On Friday, the 9th inst., the Yorkshire Division 
paid a very high compliment to its President and 
retiring Secretary, Mr. J. Clarkson, when Colonel 
Bowes, on behalf of the Association, presented him 
with a very handsome silver tea service in recognition 
of his long and valued services to the Association, 
Mr. Clarkson had held the post of secretary for twenty 
years and has been president on a former occasion. 
His name is well known throughout the profession, 
and he is held in personal esteem and friendship far 
outside the limits of his own division, We are all 
glad that such a good secretary and one who has such 
an interest in the ‘ National” should receive such 
appreciation, and we offer him our cordial congratu- 
lations. 


The qualifying course for Territorial Army Officers, 
which was held recently at the Royal Army Veterin- 
ary School, Aldershot, drew together for a fortnight a 
number of members of our profession from all over the 
kingdom, and provided a rare opportunity for renewing 
friendships of student days and the full discussion of 
the many subjects that seem to arise spontaneously 
when practitioners with divergent views and interests 
foregather. 


It is rare for veterinary surgeons to have time to 
discuss any subject fully; our meetings—and the 
National” is no exception— are too often held against 
time, probably because too many subjects are raised, 
and none gets adequate consideration. A good deal 
of the pleasure of the course was to be found in the 
occasions that arose out of school for hearing other 
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members’ views on matters of professional interest 
that were exercising the minds of all. 


* * o* * 


A fortnight, for a practitioner, is a long period to be 
absent, and many feel that they cannot afford the time ; 
but a course at the Veterinary School is of great 
educational value in broadening one’s views and 
correcting one’s perspective, and no one can fail to 
profit from the instruction given. It provides that 
stimulus which only contact with your fellow prac- 
titioner can give. 

To mark their appreciation, the officers attending 
the course invited the Commandant of the School, 
Colonel A, G. Todd, C.B.E., D.8.0., and their in- 
structors, Captain J. J. M. Soutar, O.B.E., and 
Captain C. J. R. Lawrence, O.B.E., to dinner in the 
Officers Club. Major A. W. Reid, T.D., occupied the 
chair, and the others present were Captains J. R. 
Crone, T.D., W. 8. Lornie, M.C., R. F. Wall, E. 8. 
Martin, J. G. MeGregor, R. Isherwood, and Captain W. 
M. Mitchell, M.C., and Lieut, F. Proud, M.C., of the 
Officers’ Training Corps, Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, and a very pleasant evening was spent. The 
spirit of comradeship that was so marked during the 
war was very evident in all the meetings, both in 
the School and out of it, and those who were privi- 
leged to attend the course have the happiest recol- 
lections of it. 


Mitk AND Dairy PRrovuce (Joint COMMITTEE). 


Mr. Perry asked the Minister of Health if he will 
consider the desirability of appointing a representative 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland on the Joint Com- 
mittee which has been set up to advise his Department 
and that of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
on matters concerning the production, handling, and 
distribution of milk and dairy produce, including 
questions relating to education and research, and any 
legislation, Orders and Regulations which may be 
under consideration ? 

Mr. Smrrn: I have been asked to reply. The 
Committee is primarily a committee representative 
of various branches of the industry, and my right hon. 
friend considers that if expert advice on veterinary 
questions either for the Committee or for the Ministers 
concerned is desired, it will be best obtained from the 
expert veterinary officers in this Department. 


Obituary. 


Mr. ANDREW SPRUELL, SEN. 





Mr. Andrew Spruell, senior, the well-known Dundee 
veterinary surgeon, died on Saturday, at his residence, 
Balnabreich, Brechin, where he had been living in retire- 
ment for some years. 
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Mr. Spruell, who is 78 years of age, was a native of 
Milngavie, where his father, Mr. James Spruell, was a 
As a student at the Royal (Dick) 
Sdinburgh, he greatly distinguished 


veterinary surgeon. 
Veterinary College, 
himself as a prize-winner. 

Mr. Spruell began the practice of his profession in 
Dundee in 1870, and until 1914, when he had an illness 
which resulted in his retirement the following year, was, 
says the Dundee Courier, a most assiduous and skilful 
practitioner in the city and a considerable distance beyond 
its boundaries. The high place which he held in the 
veterinary profession in Scotland was recognised by Mr. 
Spruell’s appointment as an examiner of veterinary 
students under the Highland and Agricultural Society, 
and his election as a Governor of the Royal (Dick) College 
He was for some time an inspector for the county of 
Forfar, and was also associated with the inspection of 
Canadian cattle when they first landed at Dundee. 

Mr. Spruell, who was a Justice of the Peace for the 
county of the city of Dundee, is survived by a family of 
five daughters, all of whom are married, and two sons, 
His elder son, 
Cape 


both of whom are veterinary surgeons. 
James, is superintendent veterinary 
Town, and Andrew has for many years been assoviated 
with his father’s firm of Andrew Spruell and Son, Ward 


Road. 


surgeon at 


THe Royau SAnrrary INstrrrure. 


The thirty-fifth Congress of the Lnstitute will be held 
Already 500 cele- 
Foreign 


at Liverpool from July I4th to 19th. 
gates trom 275 authorities, representing and 
Colonial Governments, Government Departments, County 
Councils, Boroughs, Urban and Rural Councils, Vort 
Sanitary Authorities, etc., have been appointed. 

The Most Hon. the Marquess of Salisbury, K.G., P.C., 
G.C.V.O., C.B., as President of the Congress, will deliver 
his address at the inaugural meeting in the St. 
Hall, on July I4th, at 8-30 p.m. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor is Chairman of the 
Local Committee, who have in hand the arrangements 


George’s 


for receiving and entertaining the delegates and members, 
who are expected to number over 1,000. 

The meeting will be held in the University and the 
Town Hall. The Congress is divided into sections : 
Sanitary Science, Engineering and Architecture, Maternity 
and Child Welfare, Personal and Domestic Hygiene, 
Industrial Hygiene ; and Conferences :—Representatives 
of Sanitary Authorities, Port Sanitary Authorities, 
Medical Officers of Health, Engineers and Surveyors to 
Sanitary Authorities, Veterinary 
Inspectors, Health Visitors. 


Inspectors, Sanitary 

Among the subjects to be discussed may be mentioned : 
Cancer, Diphtheria, Ante-Natal Clinics, Child Welfare, 
Dental and School Medical Work, Clean Milk, Handling 
of Food, Meat Inspection and Training of Inspectors, 
Housing, Regional Surveys, Arterial Roads, Town Plan- 
ning, and Water Supply, Industrial Welfare, Lighting of 
Factories, Ship Sanitation, Work of Health 
School Nurses and Midwives. 


Visitors, 


The Health Exhibition will be on a larger scale than 
usual; exhibits representing all phases of Municipal 
sanitation and domestic comfort will be shown. 
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Visits have been arranged to works and institutions 
illustrative of the Sanitary Administration of Liverpool 


and District, to Widnes, Port Sunlight, Chester, and 
the Isle of Man. 
Mr. H. 8S. LAMONT’sS AFPOINTMENT. 


Mr. Hubert 8S. Lamont, M.R.C.V.S. (younger son of Mr. 
W.S. Lamont, M.R.C.V.S., Cookstown), has just accepted 
an appointment from the Imperial Government in its 
research veterinary laboratory, which is in Queen’s Univer- 
sity. but under the Imperial Secretary. 

Mr. Lamont was educated at Cookstown Academy, and at 
Coleraine Academical Institution, and was an exhibitioner 
(3rd the 

He received his professional 


prizeman and medallist year chemistry) at 
Intermediate examination 
training at the Dublin Veterinary College, where he had a 
the 


professional examinations, and being awarded the gold 


successful career, taking first place each year at 
medal of the Veterinary Medical Association of Lreland for 
vetting highest marks at the final examination. 

He also won the second Fitzwygram prize, which is open 
to all veterinary colleges of the United Kingdom, and is 
awarded on the marks obtained on the four years’ course. 
He also secured college medals in chemistry, anatomy, 
materia medica, and medicine, and also honours in the 
Colleye Debating Society for a paper on a professional 
subject.— Vhe Northern Whig. 


The South African Secretary for Agriculture has stated 
that 
veterinary officer in England for the purpose of carrying 


the question of stationing a Union Government 
out tuberculin tesding of cattle for export to South Africa 
has been under consideration. It has been decided, how- 
ever, as a temporary measure and if the Ministry of Agri- 
culture in London is agreeable, that these tests shall be 
undertaken by a member of the English veterinary staff, 
provided they are carried out in the same manner as was 
done at Pirbright, omitting, of course, the quarantine period 
of 28 days. It would be necessary, however, to obtain a 
that 


. “e 
previously reacted to the test, and that they had not been 


sworn affidavit the animals to be tested had not 


submitted to the test during the previous six weeks. 


Tue Ministry oF AGRICULTURE’s EXHIBIT AT THE 


British Emprrke EXuipition. 


The Ministry of Agriculture has arranged an lexhibit for 
the British Mmpire Exhibition which will show certain of 
the advances which have been made in agricultural science 
in recent years and the work which is now being carried 
The Exhibit has been divided 
into the following general groups : (1) animal breeding and 
nutrition, including dairying, (2) veterinary science, (3) 
soils, (4) plant breeding, (5) horticulture, (6) plant pathol- 
ogy, (7) agricultural machinery, (8) agricultural economics. 


on in agricultural research. 


Under group (1), such interesting matters as the effect on 
milk of summer versus winter feeding of cows, and other 
factors controlling the production of milk, will be illus- 
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trated. Under group (4), the important work in improve- 
ment of wheats at the Cambridve Plant Breeding Station, 
and in the improvement of oats at the Scottish Plant 
Breeding Station, will be shown. The final testing on a 
field scale of improved varieties of cereals, and the dissem- 
ination of seed from the National Institute of Agricultural 
Botany, will also be dealt with. In addition, certain films 
have been especially prepared for the Exhibition, and 
amongst them may be mentioned ** The Loaf of Bread,” 
“Clean Milk,”’ and ‘*‘ Home Grown Sugar.”’ 


The gallery in which the Exhibit will be shown is on the 
first floor of the Government Pavilion and will be known 
as the * Ministry of Agriculture’s Gallery.” Its scheme of 
decoration will be a feature of especial interest. as it com- 
prises twelve drawings from an Enelish manuscript of the 
12th century showing, in the quaint art of the period, the 


agricultural occupations suitable to each month of the year. 


A printed guide to the Exhibit has been prepared, and a 
Guide Lecturer, who will explain the exhibits to the visitors 
at stated times during the day, has been appointed by the 


Ministry. 


New Concerrions iN Recarp ro Cop Liver On. 


Cod liver oil came into medicinal use because North Sea 
fishermen found that it afforded relief to muscular rheuma- 
tism, and induced a general improvement in health. After 
it received attention from the medical profession about L50 
years ago, it was first supposed that its beneficial action 
was due to the nutritious fat. Then it was found that when 
emulsified, it passed through an animal membrane more 
readily than other animal oils, and it was supposed that 
this ease of absorption was an important factor in its use- 
fulness. Subsequent chemical investigations revealed the 
presence of iodine and bromine, and these constituents 
received, for a time, much of the credit for its medicinal 
value. Recently it has been thought that fat-soluble vita- 
min, in which cod liver oil is rich, was perhaps the chief 
factor in producing beneficial results. It has been shown 
that the administration of the oil, which contains practically 
no Ca or P, has the power of causing the amount of those 
substances to increase in the blood, in which they were 
previously present in deficient amount. It is suggested 
that in the presence of Ca and P deficiency cod liver oil 
enables an animal to subsist as if these substances were 
present in the diet, greathy reducing the’ waste, and 
enabling the body to utilise to the full such small quantities 
of them as it can obtain. How this occurs is unknown at 
present. It is certain that the needed Ca and P are not 
supplied by the oil. It appears to act catalytically, or in 
an indirect manner on the metabolism, regulating the 
processes, so that a more normal condition of nutrition is 
established. Apart from the direct interest which these 
facts arouse, it is equally interesting to note that scientific 
investigation has confirmed empirical usage and clinical 
experience. Whatever may be the real reason for the 
efficacy of cod liver oil, the clinical fact remains that, for 
many states of malnutrition, it is invaluable.— Therap. 
Gaz., 924, 41, 37.—Extract Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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CLINICAL CASE. 


Clean Milk. 


Noticing a herd of cows coming out of a filthy 
yard, | observed the different shapes and position 
of their udders, and it struck me that by breeding 
from cows with udders situated well forward, close 
up to the body, compact and plump, we should in 
time have udders easier for the milker to get at, and 
decidedly cleaner, 

Some of the udders [| noticed were situated very 
far back, projecting behind the hocks; others hung 
below the hocks; others were very pendulous and 
swinging ; others, again, were thin above and lumpy 
below, and within a few inches of the ground. One 
such [T observed dragged over the manure as_ the 
cow left the vard. The remainder had udders more 
to my liking plump, full, close up and forward 
which were cleaner and certainly more convenient 


to milk. H. P. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
Arat post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


All correspondence must bear the :ame and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


R.S.P.C.A. Activities. 


To rue Eprror or Tue Vererinarky Recorp 

Sir,-—Permit) me to correct an erroneous impression 
conveyed by the somewhat satirical letter of Mr. L. 'T. 
Whitby, on the above subject, in your issue of May LOth. 

Mr. Whitby is right in inferring that the Mecho advertise- 
ment és addressed to the poorer and least discriminating 
class of horse-owner, and therefore the type of owner 
who needs professional advice. 

When one of these prospective owners takes a horse 
round to the R.S.P.CLA. offices in Liverpool, the official 
there gives him a chit which he takes, with the horse, to 
one of the city veterinary practitioners, who examines 
for soundness and reports on the chit to the Society, for 
ov against the horse ; and if he feels so inclined, he charges 
the Society half a guinea for his professional advice. 

I have been present, by chance, on many occasions 
when such examinations have been made, and can certify 
as to the pitfalls which poor buyers have thus escaped. 

The R.S.P.C.A. inspectors do not examine for soundness ; 
that is where Mr. Whitby is wrong. 

We all have our various views about the R.S.PLC.LA. 
Personally, | disagree with their attitude to animal experi- 
mentation, but we shall get a truer view of the Society 
if we have a more accurate idea of their procedure.—- 
I am, Sir, yours, ete., A. W. Hourum. 

LO Arno Road, Oxton, Birkenhead. 

May With, 1924. 


Animal Intelligence. 


To THe Eprror or THE VETERINARY Recorp 
In his recent contribution to the scientific study of the 
humanity of methods of slaughtering, Professor Leonard 
Hill, a distinguished physiologist, made a statement to the 
effect that the intelligence of animals may be compared 
with that of a baby so far as the apprehension of death is 
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concerned. This is a remarkable statement which deserves 
close consideration. 

Philosophers and scientists do not always hold their 
respective spheres of learning in mutual esteem, but the one 
ean often learn something from the other. 

It. was, it is thought, Schopenhauer who first made it clear 
that intelligence is of at least two kinds, that which is 
instinctive or instructive, and that which is rational or 
capable of being developed throughout life. 

He also showed that these two sorts of knowledge, ex- 
isting together in the same individual, varied as a rule in 
inverse ratio. 

The knowledge of a bird, how to build its nest; the 
knowledge of a fox how to avoid its enemies ; the knowledge 
of a beaver how to build dams ; and the knowledge of a 
salmon how to find again its own reach of a river, are 
sufficient instances of an fintelligence that can only be 
intuitive. 

Instinetive intelligence probably does not advance be- 
yond maturity ; rational intelligence is progressive so long 
as the faculties remain normal. 

The instinctive intelligence of a savage, or, in less naked 
contrast, that of the average woman, is greater than that 
of a savant. 

The instinct of self-preservation is a form of intelligence 
common to the animal kingdom, but varying with species 
of animals. 

The human being has, on the whole, less of this instinct 
than animals, and no better evidence of this fact can be 
adduced than the utter indifference to danger of the human 
infant as compared with the young of any animal at a 
similar period of physical development. 4 fortiori, the 
comparison in this respect of a baby with an adult animal 
becomes absurd. 

The apparent. indifference to danger of the stabled horse 
or ox is due to the dormant state of his instinct of self- 
preservation as a direct effect of his acquired knowledge 
in the form of confidence in man and his environment. 

He is ‘‘ tame,” and taming is nothing more than the 
acquisition by animals of this confidence. The instinct, 
however, is only dormant. 

There are very few herbivorous animals that will endure 
the smell of slaughter without showing marked symptoms 
of fear and abhorrence. 

Unstabled animals that have been bred and maintained 
solely for ultimate slaughter, though domesticated to some 
extent, are not as a rule entirely tame, consequently their 
instinet of self-preservation is far more awake than that of 
working animals or milch cattle. 

It is not clear to what extent the remarkable capacity 
for apprehending danger displayed by the dog is attribu- 
table to instinct or acquired knowledge. 

very veterinary practitioner who has to deal with dogs 
has observed the ferocious terror not infrequently shown 
by these animals when they are compelled to enter the 
precincts of surgical operating places, or places where dogs 
are commonly destroyed. The greatest patience and show 
of kindess have often to be exercised by veterinary prac- 
titioners in their surgeries, before dogs that ordinarily are 
quite friendly will allow themselves to be handled with- 
out restraint. 

The remarkable intelligence shown by rats in some 
localities, in resolutly avoiding, however hungry, any 
form of trap or poisoned food, however cunningly disguised, 
is the final and crowning instance it is proposed to give here 
of the intelligent apprehension by animals of the danger of 
a violent death. 

It seems reasonable to conclude from all these data that 
the instinct of self-preservation in a mature domesticated 
animal, so far from being negligible, as it is in a baby, is 
fully developed and is at the least only awaiting the smell 
of slaughter and thrust of the butcher’s knife to flare up 
and excite the subject of the injury to all the terror and 
combative effort that have preserved his species from 
extinction throughout the ages of evolution.— Yours faith- 
fully, J. W. Raney, M.R.C.V.S., F.Z.Y., 

34 Chester Terrace, Regents Park, N.W. 1. 
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A Distemper Criticism. 


To THE Eprror or THE VETERINARY ReEcoRD.. 

Sir.—I desire to write a short criticism on Mr. Tutt’s 
article on his distemper outbreak though I am reluctant 
to do so, because we have had two severe criticisms in our 
paper lately, viz., Mr. Kerr's paper, ‘The Case for the 
Practitioner” and Professor Linton’s, ‘The Humanity of 
Methods of Slaughter.” Consequently it may appear to 
some that we are “in arms” against each other, and so 
produce ill feeling, but criticism is good if given in the proper 
spirit, as these articles are. 

Firstly, from the reading of Mr. Tutt’s article T myself 
feel sure that the outbreak of disease among the dogs in 
his practice has been one of Stuttgart disease and not 
common distemper and so his losses have been great. 

Allow me to make reference to a few of the symptoms 
given by him which are, in my opinion, characteristic of 
Stuttgart. ‘ Post-mortem lesions revealed lungs * black * 
and literally falling to pieces, viz., gangrene ; sloughing of 
the mucous membrane of the lips and the process penetrat - 
ing the entire thickness of the lips, also the breath was 
highly offensive, the nasal discharge a nasty coloured tinge, 
and in some instances there was rather considerable 
haemorrhage, diarrhoea usually profuse and frequent and 
often bloodstained.”” The symptom of vomition is also 
mentioned. 

The above-mentioned nasal symptoms are very common 
and are generally a bad sign. They denote, in my opinion, 
that the lings are affected, and on post-mortem on those that 
die, they are found gangrenous, as Mr. Tutt says; also the 
intestinal lesions are in my opinion always primary, but 
in some very acute cases, where death takes place in two or 
three days, it is sometimes difficult to say which is primary 
the intestinal or the respiratory ; but even in those cases 
| believe it is the intestinal; the respiratory lesions are, 
however, the fatal ones. 

As for treatment, as the disease is not a bronchisepticus 
infection, but one due to Bacillus cani septicus, an organism 
closely allied to that of Bacillus suisepticus (Dr. Mitchell 
of Evans, Sons, Lescher & Webb), your percentage of 
deaths from your treatment is great. Also, in your intest- 
inal forms you should in my opinion, have given more 
intestinal disinfectants, e.g., dimol, salol, kerol, ete. 
(though kerol | have not found very good, perhaps because 
[ have not used it much) and even the distemper pills, 
iodine, cresote and pot. bichrom, recommended by Mr. 
Kelley, F.R.C.V.S., in the Record of November 3rd, 1923, 
and which have been put on the market by Messrs. Willows, 
Francis, Butler & Thompson now for some considerable 
time. These pills, along with the vaccine, | find very 
successful for young dogs. May | ask Mr. Tutt if he had in 
any cases among the cats, symptoms somewhat resembling 
those in the dogs, though not s@'severe, but which generally 
proved fatal in about 3 to 5 days despite all treatment ? 

The percentage of cures amongst cats suffering from 
Stuttgart is exceedingly small, and the disease very seldom 
asumes the chronic form.—-Yours faithfully, G. C. Lancas- 
TER, F.R.C.V.S., 

Burnley, Lanes, 

April 23rd, 192,. 


The Editor acknowledge the receipt of the 
following : 

Communication from Mr. A. Phillips. 

Report of a meeting of the Derbyshire Division, from 


Captain O. V. Gunning, Hon. Secretary. 


begs to 


National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Limited. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE: 10 Cray’s Inn Square, London, W.C.1. 


Cheques should be made payable and all communications sent to 
the General Secretary at the Offices of the Association, 10 Gray's Inn 
Square, London, W.C.1. 
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NEW INSTRUMENTS 


Suggested by CHARLES ROBERTS, M.R.C.V.S., TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 


ons 





VULVA SUTURE. 


PRICE, NICKEL PLATED 





6/- 


Extract from “‘ Veterinary Record.” 

The figures show a vulva suture which is easy to insert and is very effective. Itis composed of a stout aluminium wire with a smali aluminium 
ball screwed on to it at‘each end. For inserting. one tall is removed and replaced by a steel trocar. When it has been passed through the labia the 
trocar is removed and the ball —— The trocar is bored pennant so that an ordinary pin or smali nail may be passed through it to 

1 n 


facilitate screwing and unscre 


ave used this instrument for transfix 


g the skin in operations for umbilical (and other) hernia. It is easy 


to apply and to keep in position its advantages. in several ways, over the old-fasbioned meat-skewer are apparent 
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EMBRYOTOMY KNIFE. 





PRICE, NICKEL PLATED ... 14/6 


Extract from “* Veterinary Reoord " 
The end of the blade is blunt and flattened transversely. somewhat resembling a duck’s beak in shape. It is inserted under the skin at the fetlock 
through a small opeaing previously made with an ordinary pocket knife, and is pushed upward to the external scapular area. The skin along its track is 


thus severed in a few seconds. 


A guard which is attached to the kaifea by means of two small screws prevents injury to other structures ; and renders it one of the safest instruments 
1 have used for this work, The muscles and tendons in the axillary region can also be easily cut by forcing them between the knife ang its guard. 





AR N oO LD & SO N S 9 INSTRUMENT MANUFACTURERS. 


(JOHN BELL & CROYDEN, LTD.) 


50 & 52 WIGMORE STREET, LONDON, W. 1. 


VETERINARY 





Telephone Number : 
Langham 3000 (10 lines). 





Telegrams : 
** Instruments, London.” 


STANDARD WORKS, LAWRENCE ROAD, TOTTENHAM, N.15. 


Established Over 100 Years. 





SERUM LABORATORY,| THERMOMETERS 


ANTWERP. 


(Formerly LABORATORY VANDERHEYDEN, LTD.) 
Founded in 1906. 





By Appointment to the Belgian Government for 
Sero~Vaccination against Swine Erysipelas, etc. 





Members of the Veterinary Profession may 
obtain Serum and Vaccines against Swine Erysipelas, 
Strangles, Tetanus, White Scour, Canine Distem- 
per, Lymphangitis, Polyarthritis, etc., also Tuberculin. 

We only supply to Veterinarians. 





Price List and Instructions sent on application 


to the Laboratory : 


39 et 41 RUE DES MOUCHES, 
ANTWERP. 


Telegrams: “ LABOSERUM, ANTWERP. 


Best English Make. 
GUARANTEED ACCURATE. 













Each Thermometer is marked with 
Professor Hobday’s specification 
for Horse, Dog, Cow, Pig, Sheep 
and Fowl, 


[3/- 


FOR SIX. 
Marked with In Strong 
own Name Metal Case. 
if desired. 


With Magnifying Lens. 
Each Thermometer has been tested 


and approved by the National Physical 
Laboratory. 


W. B. HOWLETT & @O., 


147 HOLBORN, LONDON, E.C. 








